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PROGRAM NOTE

With Gratitude is a heartfelt musical letter to those in our lives to whom we want to give thanks.

key individuals ha g hem in unique and

first aimed to t{ words. The title of this
Composer Evan VanDoren writes- “I dedicate this musical letter of thanks to Robert W. Smith, my compo or. | count m@yng the many lucky thousands to
have been touched by his mentorship, music, and genuine personal kindness. | sincerely hope this work provides all who m, uct, and listen to it the opportunity
to pause and reflect on those who have positively impacted their lives.”

Before crafting this work, the commissioning director and the composer wrote letters to their mento
lasting ways. These letters became the musical framework for the piece, aiming to communicate th
work comes from the "signoff' of the composer's letter, a final statement of thanks to the recipient.

With Gratitude was commissioned by the Cedar Park Middle School Band fro
professional mentors in her life, including her parents Barry and Audry Dunn, h
mentors Manuel San Luis, Steve Wessels, and Susan Scarborough, among

Texas; Britni Hummel, Director. It is dedicated to the many personal and
directors Donni Brian Casey, and Jim Koch, and her professional

doublings, cues where they may be needed, and d score g amic and te uations. Carefully observing all markings on the page, both score and

part, is paramount to successful performance.

A key to bringing this work to life will be the successful exe f tempo change rQich are prevalent throughout the work. | encourage you to be meticulous in
describing to your students where you intend to t the tem sh forward, k, etc...), especially where you might add small adjustments beyond what is already
indicated. Ultimately, to achieve a natural students' comfo is crucial. They will need to be engaged enough to communicate with you through
eye contact often and utilize their ears t empo rubato i in synchronization with the musicians around them.

This work is crafted meticulously so that the young ician ca 2 S i fw a lyrical work. Special care has been taken to ensure appropriate
& rwo b

The Percussion contributions th
discover what may sound bes
colors as compliments to the
absolutely necessary).

are substantfal. | encourage you to“experiment with mallet selection in the Bells, Vibraphone, Timpani and Suspended Cymbal to
semble. In general, s allet selections are intended. Be sure to seek opportunities in the score to selectively bring out these
re. If six Percussi re not present and parts need to be omitted, | suggest omitting Percussion 2, followed by Chimes (if

mble enjoy working on this pi Please visit my composer page at rwsmusic.com to connect! MW\

| hope you and y!

ABOUT THE COMPOSER
Evan VanD freelance arranger, composer, and educational consultant. As the owner of VanDoren Music, Evan is commissioned each year
to cre rconcen and marching ensembles. He has arranged and orchestrated award-winning marching shows for numerous high school

band he country.

an tive clinician, presenting for Drum Corps International, the Music Educators National Convention, the Texas Bandmasters Association, the
u3|c Educators Association, and Music for All. He regularly consults with band programs around the country. Additionally, Evan is an active
djudicator with Bands of America, the University Interscholastic League, and the Texas Music Adjudicators Association.

Evan is the brass arranger for the Santa Clara Vanguard Drum and Bugle Corps, from Santa Clara, California, as well as the leadership faculty of SASI
Leadership, based in central Texas.

Before devoting his life to creating music, Evan was a band director at Cedar Park High School, in Cedar Park, Texas, during which time the band was awarded multiple marching

state championships and national recognition. He received a Bachelor in Music Education with Honors from Butler University in Indianapolis, Indiana. Currently, he lives in Cedar
Park, Texas, with his wife, Katie, and their dog, Cooper.
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Commissioned by Britni Hummel and the Cedar Park Middle School Band, Cedar Park, TX,
to the mentors who have taught, inspired, and encouraged us along the way

Conductor Score

WITH GRATITUDE

Evan VanDoren (ASCAP)
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