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PROGRAM NOTE S

In many parts of the country, the harvest is a significant time for smaller, agriculture-reliant communities. In the as a quilting. b eighbors would come together for work
and fellowship. Folk tunes were often sung as the participants prepared their bounty for the winter. In this case, folks came togetherdoythu and enjoyed time with their neighbors.

In its original form, Arkansas Huskin’ Bee was one of Arthur Pryor’s go-to pieces in his erts. Written in 1899 for his virttioso musicians, it was not scored for the modern
concert band instrumentation. It featured a catchy tune and interesting harmonies that istic of contemp rogrammatic music of the day. Just like the original, this
arrangement for the modern concert band has proven a very entertaining “change ts spirited style doesn’t take itself too seriously.

W%e-capped fingers. Approach the performance technique much as you
ts

sed in authentic family/community-based performances.

To capture the folksy flavor of the music, consider replacing the cabas
would a guiro. Other appropriate additions could incIude‘former nd other “instru

Stylistically, be conscious of maintaining a light style as oppo
original, the sections utilize terraced dynamics with onlyaa little

change written in.

Ive playingm ted style resembles a quickstep march without the marcato approach. As in the

At measure 45, there is a soli part for the tubas and lo . i h part. To cut back on the texture and heaviness, the trombones do not have this melody.
However, knowing that there are ensembles ere are conductors who might prefer thickening the texture, the trombones have cues for the
melodic part.

The tambourine part is intended to b
measure 83, the tambourine shoul

d in the accepted conwle (playing with the fingers on the edge of the instrument), however, starting in measure 77 and through
against the palm of the other

pel style,” meanin ng the tambourine with one hand to achieve the sixteenth notes and striking the edge of the instrument
final te'gaccented and marked sffz at the ends of many phrases. Feel free to allow your performer to play that note as

i c slower than a traditional march. | prefer this pace, although other conductors have chosen a slower, more “Joplin-esque” approach
that the Huskin’ Bee will be an audience favorite for your next concert.

omposer page at rst 0 connect. W@@V\

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

assey (b. 1966) is the Director of Bands at Williams Baptist University in Walnut Ridge, Arkansas. Mr. Massey’s background includes teaching all grade
of instrumental music, from beginning band through university band. His ensembles have received acclaim on the local, regional, and national levels, and
are consistently praised on their performances.

Mr. Massey’s professional affiliations include the American Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers (ASCAP), the Arkansas School Band and Orchestra
Association, the National Band Association, the College Band Directors’ National Association, and has served on the board of directors for Dixie Band Camp and
Drum Corps South. He is a recent past-president of the Arkansas Bandmasters Association, and has been the recipient of numerous awards in the education field
as well as in the music education field.

Mr. Massey is the owner of Ovation by Design, which creates custom music and arrangements for bands and other media, and is the director of the Arkansas
Ambassadors of Music, which produces a concert tour of Europe every two years. He resides in Pocahontas, Arkansas with his wife Carol and daughter Makenzie.
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ARKANSAS HUSKIN' BEE

1 Melody by Arthur Pryor

Arr. by Brady Massey (ASCAP)
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