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Berceuse (“Lullaby”) is the first movement of the six-movement Dolly Suite, Op. 56, which Fauré (1845–
1924) composed for four-hand piano and published around 1893. The suite was written for and dedicated to
the daughter, Hélène, of Fauré‘s mistress, Emma Bardac (1892–1985). Hélène was known to her family as
Dolly. However, Berceuse actually had been written in 1864 for Suzanne Garnier, daughter of a friend, under
the title La Chanson dans le jardin (“The song in the garden”).

A monothematic ternary (A-B-A) movement with Fauré‘s transparent harmony, the piece presents a drowsy,
flowing melody against rocking motives and drone-like bass tones. Transposed up a half step, this
arrangement for woodwind quintet and piano alternatingly assigns the melody to flute, oboe, piano, and, upon
the return of the movement’s opening section, horn. All the instruments except horn and bassoon supply the
rocking motives.
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