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Dream of a Witches’ Sabbath is the final movement of Hector Berlioz’s monumental programmatic work,
Symphonie Fantastique, which was premiered in 1830. This arrangement, for eight trumpets/flugelhorns,
captures the original orchestral image of “strange shouts, groans, outbursts of laughter; distant shouts which
seem to be answered by more shouts and the dance of the witches, which is combined with the burlesque
parody of the Dies Irae”. This was the image Berlioz portrayed at the funeral scene of the main character of
the symphony, attended by sorcerers and monsters of every kind.
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