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Archangel

David Marlatt (b. 1973) is an accomplished Canadian composer, arranger and publisher. He writes music for concert band, string
orchestra and a wide variety of chamber groups. Since the creation of Eighth Note Publications in 1996, he has composed over 200
works and arranged more than 1100 pieces ranging from the Baroque era to the Romantic era. Mr. Marlatt primarily writes for the
educational market where he is regularly commissioned by elementary schools and high schools in both Canada and the United
States. He regularly makes guest appearances and conducts workshops with ensembles at schools, community groups and
professional ensembles and adjudicates at both local and provincial festivals. In 2019 Mr. Marlatt received the Canadian Band
Association’s Canadian Composer Award for his contributions to wind band repertoire, an award which has only been given to 6
other composers since its inception.

Please contact the composer if you require any further information about this piece
or his availability for commissioning new works and appearances.

david.marlatt@enpmusic.com

ISBN: 9781771578226
CATALOG NUMBER: CB221421

COST: $65.00
DURATION: 4:05

DIFFICULTY RATING:GRADE 2.5
Concert Band

www.enpmusic.com

David Marlatt

The title Archangel came from both the adventurous feeling of the music and from St. Michael, a popular saint found in many
religious denominations. In Catholic teachings he has several roles including leading the army of God to triumph over the powers
of Satan and was respected and honoured by military orders of knights. He was the patron saint of chivalry and, more recently, of
police officers, paramedics and the military in various countries around the world.

This piece is set in three main sections: The Thunder of Battle, Memories in the Wind and In Sight of Home. This depicts St.
Michael’s inspiration of an army in battle, their reflection on the victory as they sit around a campfire at night then spying their
homeland, on the horizon but within reach.

There are divisi splits in Clarinet 1 which adds energy and brilliance in that higher register. For balance purposes it is
recommended to have fewer players on the top split. Experiment with having only one player at a time experience this register
working on control of sound and pitch then, depending on the size of the clarinet section, settle on a number of players playing the
top split.

At 53 the Flute and Clarinet open the lyrical middle section. These 4 bars could be performed with just one player per part with
tutti entering at the pick up to 58. The moving voices in 65/66 (Clarinets and Baritone) can really bring out this line. All other parts
are sustaining whole notes so these moving voices push the phrase into 67.

At 71 there is a key change to “different key” (C concert) then many pieces at this grade level. It is not too difficult to play in this
key but it could take some time for players to adjust their ears and be aware of some very out of tune notes on their instruments
such as Trumpet 2 with low D and C#s which are notoriously extremely sharp.

The Energetically section starting at 87 bursts out of the gate with a shifting 6/8 and 3/4 meter. The Clarinets and Trombone 1 set
this pulse but must remain considerably under the Horn and Alto Sax sound when they enter at 95 with the melody. 111 must be
light and quiet in all voices. Depending on the size of the band, an option could be to thin down the Alto Saxes here - one or two
players only per part.

Strong confident accents are needed at 119. The fp at 120 has no crescendo. This is intentional to allow for the low voices to be
clearly heard.
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