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Have you ever wondered how Santa can get around everyone’s house without making a sound?  This
arrangement of Up on the Housetop is a musical depiction of what it would sound like if Santa was caught
sneaking around.

The piece has a grand opening written in a traditional chorale fashion.  At measure 9, the feel of the main
body of the piece is introduced.  A major factor of this piece is extreme use of staccato markings, which help
give the piece that light, sneaky feeling.  As well many of the dynamic markings reflect Santa being quiet as
he tiptoes around the house.  Be sure you stress both of these concepts with your students as you work
through this piece.

Every instrument gets an opportunity to shine in this piece, either by playing the melody or getting short
solis.  Trumpet 1 plays the main melody for the majority of the piece as well as all getting the chance to play
the light, fun background to the main melody.  The Horn, Trombone and Tuba have the opportunity to show
their skills by representing Santa climbing down the chimney (in measure 23), going up the chimney (in
measure 46), or by playing the role of jolly old St. Nick himself by ‘ho ho ho’ing in the B section of this
piece at measure 29.

A final factor to note, be sure that your students are careful to read the music accurately.  The melody of this
piece has been modified to suit the feeling and mood of sneaking old Kris Kringle, including parts where the
melody is delayed, such as at measures 19 and 39.PREVIEW ONLY
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