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Ryan Meeboer

Scotland's Loch Ness may have the fame as far as lake monsters go but, for many monster searchers,
Ogopogo — a creature said to lurk in Canada's Lake Okanagan (in British Columbia) — is most likely the
best documented of all lake monsters.

Ogopogo is often described as dark and multi-humped, with green, black, brown or grey skin. The head is
said to look like that of a snake, sheep, horse, seal or even an alligator. Some eyewitnesses say it has ears or
horns, while others do not.

The Mystery of Ogopogo is a musical representation of the Ogopogo creature and features the trombone and
tuba and is a great opportunity for students to learn and practice the different articulations and dynamics.

For the majority of the piece, the upper voices create the haunting atmosphere through ‘chunking’ chords.
Be sure these chords do not overpower the main melody performed by the lower voices.  As the piece moves
into the contrasting middle section, all players should be encouraged to play as legato as possible to help
reflect the mystery of the creature.  The piece begins its transition back to the original material using softer
dynamics.  The piece closes with the return of the original opening material, followed by striking chords to
finish.  Be sure these finals chords are not overblown and played with good tone.PREVIEW ONLY
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