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Traditional English Folk Song

This folk song is particularly notable for its use in a number of well known folk-song arrangements, for
example its usage in the opening bars of the BBC Radio 4 UK Theme by Fritz Spiegl, which until April 2006
was played every morning at 5:30 a.m. Another notable arrangement of the song is by the English composer
Benjamin Britten.

Perhaps the most gentle yet long lived use of this tune rests with the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation
(CBC) children's programme The Friendly Giant which aired between 1958 to 1985 and used Early One
Morning as its introductory theme. The music was played on recorder by Bob Homme, who passed away in
May 2000.

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_One_Morning

Early one morning,
Just as the sun was rising,
I heard a young maid sing,

In the valley below.

CHORUS:
Oh, don't deceive me,
Oh, never leave me,
How could you use
A poor maiden so?

Remember the vows,
That you made to your Mary,

Remember the bow'r,
Where you vowed to be true,

Chorus

Oh Gay is the garland,
And fresh are the roses,

I've culled from the garden,
To place upon thy brow.

Chorus

Thus sang the poor maiden,
Her sorrows bewailing,

Thus sang the poor maid,
In the valley below.

Chorus

Early One Morning
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