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David Marlatt

Storm Chaser is an exciting and energetic piece which combines dynamic and driving rhythms and a variety
of percussion colors. Storm chasers are brave men and women that persue tornados or hurricanes for
scientific work or just for the thrill of witnessing these amazing natural events up close.

There are lots of huge dynamic differences throughout this piece. Sometimes one part is marked piano and
the rest of the ensemble is forte. This is intentional and creates a great effect if all players perform the marked
dynamic.

The Shh... at m. 30 should be explosively loud from the ensemble getting quieter until they are inaudible.
This sets up the rain effect at 31. This is accomplished by the audience to perform several actions which
simulate a rainfall growing in strength and intensity. 1) rub hands together 2) snap fingers 3) slap thighs 4)
stomp feet. Don’t worry if the actions overlap, the effect will still be successful. The percussion could add
rolls on the bass drum and suspended cymbal to simulate thunder during the feet stomping. Also, random
sticking on the rim or shell of the snare drum could simulate hail. This improvisation could help to create a
unique performance every time.

At measure 70, there is another fun effect that musicians love to perform - the “pick a note” effect. The
players should pick any random pitch, start very quietly gradually pushing a crescendo to double forte. The
dissonance and clash of these random pitches is resolved with a unison ending.

Have fun!
dM
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