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						      1   -     Piano 

Bushranger’s Ballad
For my mother, Patricia.

by Loreta Fin 

Programme and Rehearsal Notes				          Duration: 2:30		           Level: 2

My mother often speaks of her grandmother, Annie Hall, who was the niece of Ben Hall, the famous Australian 
bushranger (or outlaw). Ben Hall was born in 1837. He and his associates carried out many raids across New 
South Wales. Unlike many bushrangers of the era, Ben Hall was not directly responsible for any deaths, although 
several of his associates were. He was killed by police in May 1865. Students might like to research more about 
bushrangers and outlaws. This melancholy ballad, in an e minor tonality, is reminiscent of early Australian bush 
music, based on Irish Folk tradition. It uses dotted rhythms and requires careful counting of rests. The piano 
part is optional but assists to keep the melody flowing.

Loreta Fin is Director of Strings at Somerville House School for Girls in Brisbane, Australia. She conducts the 
String Orchestras at the school at primary, middle and secondary levels. All of these ensembles have received 
Platinum Awards in competitions over the years. Loreta has presented at National and International conferences. 
She has conducted the String Orchestras at both the Queensland State Honours and Australian Honours Ensemble 
Programs over several years. From 2000 to 2004, Loreta was Queensland State President of Austa (Australian 
Strings Association) and served as the National President from 2005 to 2007. She is also a String Examiner with 
the Australian Music Examinations Board and an advisor on several music education boards. 
 
Loreta studied at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music and has performed regularly as a freelance musician in 
chamber music and orchestral concerts, as well as in musical theatre. She has been Principal Violist with the 
Queensland Pops Orchestra for over 25 years. Well known as an experienced educator and adjudicator, Loreta 
has also written over 100 publications for young string orchestras, which are frequently selected as set works 
for competitions and festivals. Loreta’s aim is to bring an appreciation and enjoyment of music to as many 
young string players as possible, while teaching valuable rhythmic and technical skills in an enjoyable way. 
She has received  State and National Awards in recognition of her service to AUSTA and the String and Music 
Communities of Australia.
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Bushranger's Ballad

by Loreta Fin

For my mother, Patricia.
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