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About the Composer
Andrew Balent (b. 1934) taught for 30 years in the schools of Michigan. He received both bachelor and
master degrees from the University of Michigan, where he played for the legendary William D. Revelli and
studied saxophone with the equally legendary Larry Teal.

Program Notes
The melody will be known to everyone but the treatment is new and surprising. A solid and unique march
approach is taken with this familiar favorite, opening programming and educational opportunities. Still
stirring, the strains of one of our favorite patriotic melodies will resound through your band in creative

synergy.

Performance Notes

Melody, of course, will come first. Balance everything so that the melody is always the most prominent
feature. Attack style as you would with any march: precise articulation, a slight amount of space between
notes, and a forward moving rhythmic accompaniment. Select tempo carefully, as every band is different.
Make your tempo selection fit your band rather than a conception of the tune.
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