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Dedicated to the People of the Virgin Islands

About the Composer

As a young man in St. Thomas, Alton Adams apprenticed to become a carpenter and then a shoemaker. During this time, he
learned to play piccolo and joined the St. Thomas Municipal Band in 1906. Simultaneously, he studied music theory and
composition late into the nights through correspondence courses with Dr. Hugh A. Clark at the University of Pennsylvania.
In June 1910, Adams formed the Adams Juvenile Band, which quickly became an important part in the society of Charlotte
Amalie, the capital city of the Virgin Islands.

Adams developed a passion for reading and writing and his essays soon garnered the attention of prominent bandmasters such
as John Philip Sousa and Edwin Franko Goldman. When on the eve of its entrance into World War I, the United States
purchased the Virgin Islands from Denmark, Adams was able to take advantage of an unprecedented opportunity. On June 2,
1917, Adams and his entire Juvenile Band were inducted into the United States Navy, thus becoming the first
African-Americans to receive official musical appointments in the United States, since at least the War of 1812. It also made
Adams the first black bandmaster of the US Navy.

The highpoint of Adams’ naval career was a 1924 tour of the U.S. eastern seaboard. With his US Navy Band of the Virgin
Islands in top form, Adams and the band won accolades from concert and radio audiences alike. Adams' music is in the style

of John Philip Sousa, exuding energy and unwavering patriotism. His best known works include the Virgin Islands March
(1919), The Governor's Own (1921), and The Spirit of the U.S.N. (1924).

Program Notes

Alton Augustus Adams, Sr. (November 4, 1889 — November 23, 1987) is remembered primarily as the first black bandmaster
in the United States Navy. His music was performed by the bands of John Philip Sousa and Edwin Franko Goldman and his
march The Governor's Own (1921) appears as the first selection on the bicentennial album Pride of America, recorded by the
Goldman band. It remains one of the composer’s most enduring works, and a fine example of the golden age of American
marches. This new performance edition for concert band has been meticulously edited by Library of Congress senior
musicologist Loras John Schissel.

Composer-conductor Chief Musician Alton A. Adams, Chief Musician Alton A. Adams conducting his Navy band
forst black bandmaster in the U.S. Navy. for Secretary of Labor James ]. Good during its 1924 tour of the U.S.



About the Editor

Loras John Schissel (b. 1964) is the senior musicologist at the Library of Congress and a leading
authority on American music and the music of Percy Aldridge Grainger, Aaron Copland, Victor
Herbert, and Boston Symphony Orchestra conductor Serge Koussevitzky. He co-authored 7he
Complete Literary and Musical Works of John Philip Sousa with the distinguished Sousa biographer Paul
E. Bierley. In 2012, Loras John Schissel co-authored John Philip Sousas America—A Patriots Life in
Images and Words with John Philip Sousa IV, the great-grandson and last namesake of the famous
composer and conductor.

Mr. Schissel has been conductor of the Cleveland Orchestra’s Blossom Festival Band since 1998 and
conducts the Blossom Festival Orchestra. In May 2007, Mr. Schissel made his Cleveland Orchestra
debut. In 2011 he was asked to conduct The Cleveland Orchestra in a special concert commemorating
the tenth anniversary of the September 11th attacks on the United States. This multi-media concert
was presented in downtown Cleveland at the foot of the Terminal Tower.

Mr. Schissel has traveled throughout the United States, Europe, and Asia, conducting orchestras,
bands, and choral ensembles in a broad range of musical styles and varied programs. A native of New
Hampton, Iowa, he studied brass instruments and conducting with Carlton Stewart, Frederick Fennell,
and John Paynter.

In the years since his studies at the University of Northern lowa, Mr. Schissel has distinguished himself
as a prominent conductor, orchestrator, and musicologist.

A composer and orchestrator, Mr. Schissel has created an extensive catalogue of over five hundred
works for orchestra, symphonic wind band and jazz ensemble, which are published exclusively by
LudwigMasters Publications. His musical score for Bill Moyers: America’s First River, The Hudson, which
first appeared on PBS in April 2002, received extensive coverage and critical acclaim. His other film
scores include America: the Forties for the National Geographic Channel, and two films for the FDR
Home in Hyde Park, New York.

In 1992, Mr. Schissel founded the Virginia Grand Military Band; it now performs regularly in the
Washington, D.C., area and has recorded extensively. His recordings with that ensemble have won
numerous awards, including the Sudler Scroll for “outstanding musical excellence.”

Mr. Schissel has appeared in the award-winning PBS documentary If You Knew Sousa for the American
Experience series, as well as in Ben Wattenberg’s 7hink Tank. He continues to serve as commentator on
Voice of America and for the United States Information Service. In 2005, Mr. Schissel was elected to
membership in the American Bandmasters Association.

Deeply committed to young musicians, Mr. Schissel has appeared at regional music festivals, all-state
orchestra and band festivals, and summer music camps in more than thirty-two states. He has long
been associated with the superb summer band camp at Baldwin-Wallace College in Berea, Ohio, and
enjoys working with musicians of all ages.

Mr. Schissel made his conducting debut with the Milwaukee Symphony in 2012.
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An optional part for E> Alto Saxophone is included if B> Soprano Saxophone is unavailable.
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—More Band Music from LudwigMasters——

Beginning Band
Acadia March Terry White Gr.1 50100244
The Age of Sail Aric Branchfield Gr.1% 50100245
Chorale for Band Terry White Gr.1 50100246
Seawall Kelly Bennette Gr.1 50100247
Uno Montuno for Band! David Martin Gr.1 50100249
Developing Band
I’ll Sail My Ship Alone Clarence Barber Gr.2% 50100251
Just Passin’ Thru Robert Spicer Gr.2% 50100252
Revelry Bud Caputo Gr.2Y% 50100264
This Land Is Your Land Woody Guthrie, arr. Gene Milford Gr.2 50100250
A Winter Flourish for Wenceslas Travis J. Weller Gr.2 50100248
Concert Band
American Revolutionary War Medley Traditional, arr. JariVillanueva Gr.3 50100253
Hot Donut Express David Bobrowitz Gr.3 50100254
If You See Dolphins (You’ve Gone Too Far) Chris Campbell Gr.3 50100255
Lusitania Chandler Comer Gr.3 50100256
Mercury (March) Karl L. King, arr. Gene Milford Gr.3 50100257
Remember the Little Things Jeremy S. Martin Gr.3% 50100258
Tropical Smoothie David Bobrowitz Gr.3 50100259
U. S. S. Kearsarge (March) Kelly Bennette Gr.3 50100260
The Walls Came A-Tumblin’ Down American Spiritual, arr. Keith S. Andrews  Gr.3 50100261
World War | Medley Judge, Williams, Powell, arr.Villanueva ~ Gr.3 50100262
Symphonic Band
The Barbershop Quartet JamesTerrito Gr.4 50100263
The Four Freedoms Paul W.Whear Gr.4 50100267
Heritage of the Concert Band
Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company (March) Sousa, ed. Loras John Schissel Gr.3% 50100266
The Voice of a Departing Soul Gilmore, arr. Sousa, ed. Schissel Gr.3 50100265
Percy Grainger Series
Handel in the Strand Percy A. Grainger, transc. Dana Perna Gr.5 50100043
Luowig Masters

Alfred
(]
35816 " 17228
50105306 $12DO
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