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THE COMPOSER

Katie O'Hara LaBrie is a composer, conductor, clinician, and cellist from Northern
Virginia. An educator at heart, Mrs. LaBrie spent the first 15 years of her career
teaching orchestra in Fairfax County, Virginia. She holds a Bachelor of Music in
Music Education from St. Olaf College, where she studied under Steven
Amundson, and a Master of Music in Instrumental Conducting from George
Mason University, where she studied with Anthony Maiello.

As a composer, Mrs. LaBrie’s inspiration grows from many sources s as family

American String Teachers Association Conference. In 2022, she was honored as one of Ya 40,
for her action, courage, creativity, and commitment to growth in the music education field.

Mrs. LaBrie is the founding conductor of the Fairfax Chamber Players, and co-cr ro Big IDEA” pra
method. She lives in Fairfax, VA with her husband Joe, who is a middle school ba irecto d their ing

musician, Liam. Q

In our fast-paced lives, it's easy to get caught up in the rush, constantly moving fq sk to the next.

ABOUT THE MUSIC

Recently, I've been reminding myself of the importance of sing, taking a deep th, and truly embracing the
beauty that surrounds us each day. It’s in these moments of mindfulness and presenee that Morning Star was
born: a musical reflection of the serenity and clarity t when we aI@urselves to simply be.

olizing both @hythm of breathing and the twinkle
n bo y ece captures the essence of

UI| day. Melo passed between the sections, leading
star has@ rmed into an evening star and the cycle

continues. \
PERFORMANCE NOTES a
Educationally | set ou feature technlques r developing players: from the opening portato and other

tenuto hooked bo out the plece he inclusion of dotted quarter rhythms in every part. Encourage
the students to pl d bow s oughout maintaining the legato feel with rich dynamic contrast
and control. ore ing bey d asic dynamics, adding in hairpins or rubato at will.

The piece begins with gentle, repeated portato no
of a morning star seen just as the sun begin
mindfulness as well as the serene beauty
to a return of the opening portatodheme:

piece could also work for more advanced students by adding shifting
easur the first violins could shift to third position on the final eighth note
t m. 23). Celli would do well to avoid open A as much as possible. For example,
shift to second ion on beat two of m. 13. Violas can shift to third position in the second half of 27
ain there thr% end. This would also be a beautiful piece to add vibrato for those who are ready.
Y

If you have a ba lease omit the opening lower cello divisi. The piano, while not required, does add a
little shimr@ iece and was created as an independent voice so that you might feature a student pianist.

—Katie O'Hara LaBrie
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MORNING STAR

Adagio e dolce (J
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DURATION: 2:00
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