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THE COMPOSER

Brian Balmages is known worldwide as a composer and conductor who
equally spans the worlds of orchestral, band, and chamber music. His music
has been performed by groups ranging from professional symphony
orchestras to elementary schools in venues such as Carnegie Hall,

the Kennedy Center, Sydney Opera House, Toronto Centre for the Arts,

awarded the inaugural James Madison University Distingui
from the School of Visual and Performing Arts. In the same year, he was commi
mater, the University of Miami, to compose music for the inauguration of the jfistituti th presid@

Dr. Julio Frenk. His music was also performed as part of the 2013 Presidential | ral Prayer Servi

A\,

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys regular engagements with and orchesgs well as
university and professional groups throughout the world. He ha in nearly all 330 with
notable guest conducting appearances including “The President’s ed State e Band, United
States Air Force Band, the Midwest Clinic, Western International Bano Music
Conference (Australia), Teatro dell’Aquila (Italy), and ot . Currently, he is Di r of MakeMusic
Publications and Digital Education for Alfred and Make ic.

ABOUT THE MUSIC 6

The title Critical Impact represents two r .On the on clearly embodies the aggressive and
powerful nature of the music i ﬁ s to the critical impact that arts programs
make on both the students who communities.

The piece relies heavily on a
up-tempo lyrical passages. T

e ates between soaring melodic lines and
works in three different ensemble configurations:

Full Orchestra (wi et, all saxes, and euphonium)

Concert B ithout the need of strings
Band and bined é
Cues ar vided ending on i'g configuration the ensemble is using. Regarding the challenges of

to work pedagogically for both young band and string players, | chose a key that should be
minof)yFor strings, | have been extremely careful to avoid awkward string crossings as

s awkward finger &hbinations in general. In some measures, winds have more “wind-friendly”

d tones while stri@ave pitches more pedagogically suited for them.

oups doin @ a full orchestra setting, the piece can work with just four percussionists covering
timpani, snar@m, ash, and suspended cymbuals. Directors can further bring it down by having a single

ion 2 focus on suspended cymbal and hitting the cymbal to cover crashes.

player qn Perc
Critica;M was commissioned by the King’s Academy Instrumental Arts Program in West Palm Beach,
Florida. It is dedicated to the students and their directors, Wes Lowe and Mickey Smith Jr.

—Brian Baimages



commissioned by the King’s Academy Instrumental Arts Program

DURATION: 2:30 West Palm Beach, Florida; Wes Lowe and Mickey Smith Jr., Directors
for Full Orchestra or Concert Band BRIAN BALMAGES
(ASCAP)
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