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THE COMPOSER

Kenley Kristofferson is a composer for concert band, concert choir, symphony orchestra,
and video games. Growing up as a euphonium player in Gimli, Manitoba, he later went on
to complete his B. Mus and B. Ed degrees from the University of Manitoba and became
one of the instrumental music educators at Lord Selkirk Regional Comprehensive
Secondary School in Selkirk, MB. In 2019, he completed his Master of Music in
Composition degree from Brandon University, studying under Dr. T. Patrick Carrabré.

Two of his pieces, Prairie Sunset and Icelandic Folk Song Suite No. 2, won WASBE's

the University of Northern Colorado Wind Ensemble, the Cleveland Symphonic Winds, the Wa
the Metropolitan Winds of Toronto, the University of Manitoba Wind Ensemble, and the Wi

hig wife and two kids,
digging into retro video games, woodworking, or running outside. His m e found on his website

at kenleykristofferson.com.

ABOUT THE MUSIC

To the Skies! captures the thrill of soaring through th ugh th @ky with the clouds spinning behind
you. The sky brings the boundless thrill of adventure an mise o possibilities to our lives.
&

As a composer and child of the late 1980s ang he 1990s, wh piece really speaks to is the airship music
in a retro video game. This piece scr?s soaring e World in'8uper Nintendo RPG, and the more | wrote, the
more | leaned into it. The flight music 1990 mains some of my favorite music throughout my
time on this planet.
Video games were—and still are—a
my writing. For the students j
We never know where our intere

by the narrow current ulture.
possibilities. To the ski

PERFORMA OTES 0

‘@ on parts cannot Nvered consider omitting the bells and bass drum and combining Percussion 2 and 3
to > any parts as p but please try to cover all of the parts).

This is a
at times,

ould be impossible for that music not to find its way into

s that define you, even if they might be off the beaten path.
obbies, ourigrafts, or our studies might lead us. Don’t let yourselves be bound

llow ywrea s and, like the sky itself, let them be the promise of endless

at piece for cing tone at a faster tempo with younger groups. Though the lower voices have long notes
sisa ter@o rtunity to introduce how to support the melody with a steady and consistent tone.

Reinforce whew occur, often grouped by strong beats (1 and 3), making sure there is an audible difference
between slurre d tongued notes. Regarding accents, reinforce that the foundations of accents are in the airstream,
not the tongue.

The audio track is available for free at alfred.com on this piece’s product page. The download link can be found under
the description under “Product Details” (be sure to expand the description to view the link).

Dream big and have fun rehearsing and performing this piecel

—Kenley Kristofferson



bURATION: 140 TO THE SKIES!

(for band and optional audio track)
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