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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Arranged for the range of a female vocalist, Oh, Lady Be Good is presented here as a samba that will be fun for the band and audi
alike. At the indicated tempo, 4 = 92, the band should strive for a buoyant and relaxed feel with straight eighth notes throughout.
attention to dynamics and keep the backgrounds subordinate to your vocalist. At m. 55, it’s the band’s chance to shine as they “trade
fours” with the vocalist; remember to bring the volume down for the vocalist’s four-bar exchanges. That section is followed by i
and some interplay with the brass to finish the chorus.

A short drum solo sets up a slight change of feel at m. 89 with an ostinato bass figure at the same tempo, and
to sing the rarely heard but clever verse to the song. The last chorus is back to the original samba feel with ar.
for the final eight measures and a tag. The chart wraps up with a recap of the introduction in the new key.

The Rhythm Section ‘
The rhythm section should strive to provide a smooth and solid foundation for the band. The goal is to m ady tim
observe dynamics. The drummer can and will set the dynamic for the band, meaning if the drummer plays too loud the h w
the same, if the drummer plays accurate dynamics, the ensemble will respond accordingly.
ending well W'B; the piano and

Sss throu& if the bassist is a
0\

The guitarist has a significant role in keeping the feel, striving to produce a soft jazz sound a
bass. Play the rhythm as written or tastefully embellish, and comp as indicated.

The piano primarily provides harmonic “pads” for the band and vocalist. The left hand doub
strong player, the piano may omit the LH when doubling the bass.

It's the job of the bass and drums to lay down the basic “2 feel” of tfie samba g the haIf%hroughout. Keep it simple
and focus on keeping good time, which sounds simple but can be a cha e.lh commendhall bers of the rhythm section
listen to a variety of professional band recordings to hear what is possible samba groove. L' % g and learning from the pros is
The Horns

always an excellent educational tool. 0
Strive for a solid and balanced sound whether it's with the full ense a lighter seca. Observe dynamics and always strive to not

to overpower the vocalist when playing background Always focus on d intonation, especially in unison passages such as
the saxesin mm. 12, 13 and 14; the trumpets in mm. the trombon@‘nm. 33-36. Focus on how the written articulations
will play a major role in the feel, tightness, and thought is the horns should strive to play lighter than

The Vocalist

The vocal range is from G be e C to third line Bb. Pay NI attention to the melodic intervals and strive for good intonation.
The modulation at m. 137 is se band, and the vo ill focus on careful listening to find the pickup notes in m. 136. There
are numerous recordings of Oh, Lady Be Good by great@ rs. Listening is always a terrific way to learn a song!

V —Scott Ragsdale

Please enjoy!

Scott
Ragsdale

Scott Ragsdale is retired from the U.S. Navy Band
of Washington, D.C, where he served as chief
arranger, composer, and trombonist with the Navy's
premier jazz ensemble, the Commodores. He has
also arranged for numerous bands up and down the
East Coast for more than 30 years. He studied music
at Souther lllinis University and the Berklee School
of Music (MA).
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