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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Thank you for choosing to perform Payton’s Tune with your band. I'll share the backstory and how it relates to the music. | believe it ma
make the performance much more meaningful for your students and powerful for the audience.

Payton’s Tune was commissioned by Tim Carnall and the Elkhart (IN) High School 9th Grade Jazz Band. Mr. Carnall asked m om

a memorial for Payton Lochotzki, their 15-year-old lead trumpet player who inexplicably took his own life, leaving behind a fami
and community of friends in and out of school. The title Payton’s Tune was a suggestion of one of the bands me
by the others.

1. The melody and its variations are built on the five-syllable rhythm of Payton’s name: Pay-ton Lo-CHO
linked with this music.

ill aIwz@

its way through the darkness,

2. Several apt lyrics can fit in this rhythm: Why did you leave us?...We really miss you...Never

3. The mood evolves throughout the piece, corresponding with the grieving proces
eventually emerging into a place of acceptance and focusing on uplifting memorie

4. In the final measures the whole band bids farewell to Payton.

5. In the very last three notes (played by an unseen trumpet offstage) ar
What might he have said to everyone?

Rehearsal and performance tips: ‘

. The pickup notes into m. 7 should be played in the new faster te Q
2. Beginning at m. 7, encourage the drummer, and everyone , to ke strong qu note pulse in their mind as they play.

0 areiimportant t@ e of urgency to the music. The pattern

d well-co hrasmg Especially the marcato, or rooftop accent,

—_

3. The drummer’s quarter-note cross-sticks beginning
turns into a “Birdland” type of groove at m. 84.

4. Soloists can play the written solos or create

5. Asalways, everyone should strive for clear ar
(A) which is played detached, accente

ould encourage you all to explore the emotional aspects
of the narrative behind the musi ents ht to do it: something like, “How have you felt when losing
&eelmgs to come out of their instrument when they play this song.

powerful their performance can be.

Qg —Rick Hirsch

The greater the emotional co

Thank you!

| tend to think visually and programmatically when | compose. Here are some of the things on my mind w on’s Tune. ‘0‘

Rick
Hirsch

Rick Hirsch (BA Music University of Massachusetts-
Amherst; MM Northern Illinois University) somehow

juggles his work as an independent composer,

arranger, saxophonist, and educator. He has written
music for Eddie Henderson, the Osland Saxophone
Quartet, Chris Vadala, the University of Northern
lowa Jazz Band, and the Penn State Blue Band, to
name a few. Hirsch has performed with Tito Puente,
Max Roach, the Four Tops, both Dorsey Orchestras,
and on NPR's Whaddya Know? A lifelong educator,
Hirsch has directed scholastic jazz ensembles in
Delaware, Wisconsin, and Pennsylvania.
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