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INQU NTATION

uctor 1st Trombone
1st Eb Alto S one 2nd Trombone (Optional)
2nd B A‘Saxophone 3rd Trombone (Optional)
Tst axophone Guitar Chords

enor Saxophone (Optional) Guitar (Optional)

4 2
m itone Saxophone (Optional) Piano
b Trumpet Bass
2 2nd Bb Trumpet Drums

3rd Bb Trumpet (Optional)

6 Optional/Alternate Parts

CFlute

Bb Clarinet

Vibraphone

Tuba (Doubles Bass)

Horn in F (Doubles 1st Trombone)

Baritone Horn T.C./Bb Tenor Saxophone (Doubles 1st Trombone)
Auxiliary Percussion



NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

When you hand out this chart, the first question your students may ask is, “What'’s a Zydeco?”

Here is your answer: “Zydeco” is a style of music that started in the swamps of rural Louisiana by Afro-Americans of Creole
S

heritage. It blends elements of rhythm and blues along with rock and roll, using instruments that were availabl
accordion, snare drum, and the frottoir, which is a stylized version of a washboard. Words or lyrics might be sun ca
French. You should consider providing your students with a quick listen to some zydeco artists such as Cli
Delafose, Terrance Simien, and Buckwheat Zydeco.

One of the challenges of this arrangement is to get the rhythm section to lock in with each o

rhythmic volunteer, there is an optional part provided for rubboard/washboard. | can profaise you your audie Il love
seeing it played, and it is a great way to utilize your extra percussionist or guitarist.
back because rubboard players can frequently interact with the audience. FYI, the ndard uteg use when
scratching a rubboard. | have seen everything from paint can openers, spoons, and pic to specially
made gloves. Personally, | use a frottoir from Key of Z Rubboards (check the i @

The ensemble should always pay close attention to the articulations. narts, a marc \r oftop accent, (A) is
played as a fat, detached note—think “daht,” with the tongue‘ ing t ouhd with a staccato should be very
short with a “T” syllable on the end—think “dit.”

a guitarist, the goal is to play the comping figures precisely with the hi-hat. If you have an auxiliar ionis
stion: don't hide thezm the

For your rhythm section, often the ensemble will want to drag the tempo a bit i@decrease the energy significantly.
Therefore, stress with your rhythm players that they m the temp ays think with “forward motion.” This
is not rushing or pushing ahead but simply staying on top o nd propelling,the ensemble forward.

A fun thing to add, assuming your band is comf @ playing this cha@a horn move in the brass from mm. 103-110.
For example, direct the students point rig , left for t cond, back to the right, and so on. Audiences will
enjoy the visual element in a performa

The band soloists are welcom i ir own solos or play the written-out solos. One note: when your
oI0|sts playing/improvising/creating from their hearts, so |
strongly recommend the stud mory Again, it will be very effective at every performance.

Have fun with this chart—and “lai uler!”

—Zachary Smith

Zachary
Smith

Zachary Smith is a noted composer, arranger, and
professional trumpet player and has led the New
Orleans music ensemble Dixie Power Trio for the
past twenty-five years. He eamed a BS in jazz
performance at the University of North Texas and
has maintained a busy performing, writing, and
teaching schedule in the Washington, D.C. area. Zack
has garnered a large following as an arranger for his
brass ensemble writing and won the 2012 Humboldt
State University Brass Chamber Music competition.
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