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THE COMPOSER

Brian Balmages is known worldwide as a composer and conductor who
equally spans the worlds of orchestral, band, and chamber music. His music
has been performed by groups ranging from professional symphony
orchestras to elementary schools in venues such as Carnegie Hall,

the Kennedy Center, Sydney Opera House, Toronto Centre for the Arts,

Dr. Julio Frenk. His music was also performed as part of the 2013 Presjo yer Servi

was attended by both President Obama and Vice President Bide Q

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys regular engagements with and orchestrasg@s well as
university and professional groups throughout the world. He ha i s s, with
notable guest conducting appearances including “The President’s ed State e Band, United
States Air Force Band, the Midwest Clinic, Western International Bano %‘V Music
Conference (Australia), Teatro dell’Aquila (Italy), and ot . Currently, he is Di r of MakeMusic

Publications and Digital Education for Alfred and Make c.
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ABOUT THE MUSIC

This music underscores a powerful sce ich a large grou
commanders) are marching i mas all erfect f
sets the stage for a noble melodi te rumpe ombones. As the melody continues, various
elements are layered into the gext oth in the form jous rhythmic ideas and countermelodies).
Despite the presence of a s r mid ction, thIC maintains a bold and powerful presence as the
work builds dramaticall its conclusi

N man centurions (infantry
ion. A military-style percussion cadence

This piece includes optiona onal brass ts, which are written to be slightly more advanced. This is
an excellent op to bring in musieians from the local high school or college and is quite effective,
yet not require er. @

a

March of, en
It was written t
er

nor retired band director Diane Ballard for her years of dedication and
studénts were involved in the premiere, which included high school students
rass parts with the composer conducting. Many thanks to Rob Cebriak for
roject, which brought Diane to tears at the premiere.

Q —Brian Balmages

s cén@ned by the Friend Family for the Gahanna (Ohio) All-District 8th



DURATION: 4:00

commissioned by the Friend Family for the Gahanna (Ohio) All-District 8th Grade Band

MARCH OF THE CENTURIONS

in honor of retired director Diane Ballard for her years of dedication and service
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