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THE COMPOSER

Brian Balmages is known worldwide as a composer and conductor who
equally spans the worlds of orchestral, band, and chamber music.

His music has been performed by groups ranging from professional
symphony orchestras to elementary schools in venues such as Carnegie
Hall, the Kennedy Center, Sydney Opera House, Toronto Centre for the Arts,
and many more. He is a recipient of the A. Austin Harding Award fr
American School Band Directors Association, won the 2020 NBA
Revelli Composition Contest with his work Love and L
member of the prestigious American Bandmasters As
was awarded the inaugural James Madison University Di
Award from the School of Visual and Performing Arts. In the
he was commissioned by his other alma mater, the University of Miami, to com 6
inauguration of the institution’s 6th president, Dr. Julio Frenk. His music was er das part%

the 2013 Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service, which was attended by both Pr nt Obama and
Vice President Biden.

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys regular engagements with
as university and professional groups throughout the world. Noteé
included the Midwest Clinic, Western International Band Clinic, Ma
College Band Directors Conference, American School Band Directors A
numerous state ASTA conferences, Teatro dell’Aquila (Italy), and others. Curr
MakeMusic Publications and Digital Education for Alfre MakeMusic.
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ABOUT THE MUSIC

This piece was conceived as a journey e where sha he shadows are constantly shifting as
the light moves, and nothing i ite as he open@s a very unsettling mood, moving in and out
of contemporary harmonic prog i cking the very shadows they seek to

represent. The tonal center isin co i ryone on edge.

The work then moves into a P i . Effects such as col legno bring a percussive
element to the music, ition of a pulsing rhythmic background and slower
moving melodic figures. As ic continuesyto evolve, the various elements from throughout the work
are intersperse ideas while a eing developed in their own right. An eerie ending utilizes a long
harmonic that rely float ab he harmonies reminiscent of the opening, yet this time with new

orchestration. ience is left ering exactly what the ending signifies...

e very approachable, | also wanted to stretch the harmonic possibilities
embles at this | . There are opportunities to work on chromatic fingerings and extensions,
ays app&wed with solid pedagogy in mind so they are able to be executed successfully.
mically, the plec@ remely accessible, allowing for more focus on the left hand. Encourage

dents to stretc ars and lean into these intense harmonies. They will surely enjoy the music all the
as they jou%to the world of shadows.

0 —Brian Balmages



DURATION: 4:00
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commissioned by the California Trail Middle School Orchestra Program
Olathe, Kansas; Sherry Lou Wann, Conductor
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col legno
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