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THE COMPOSER

William Owens (b. 1963) is a native of Gary, Indiana. A seasoned music
educator, he is highly active as a composer, clinician, and conductor
throughout North America. His compositional style for young ensembles
displays a keen, practical approach which has firmly established him as
a leader in the field. Since 1993, Mr. Owens has written over 300 titles for

American Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers (ASCAP), the Texas
(TMEA), the Association of Texas Small School Bands (ATSSB), and Phi Beta M

ABOUT THE MUSIC

memory of a;departed child is never an easy
[l as the fa nd friends of Hiroto Kobukai,
eart. Young@to will be forever remembered as a

As I've stated in similar instances, writing music to
task. To the Flower Mound McKamy Middle Sch
this work comes with sincere condolences an

person of communicable cheerfulness a .

Etymologically, the name Hirotog,is of J i thgreat, soar, or glide. As music honoring a
departed loved one is generally of,an e WQ
request that the piece be upbea j

man greeting everyone he

theilled (and taken aback to be honest) at the
tive process, images of this energetic young

i S tantly permeated my thoughts. The title of
|

the work draws inspiration fr ing and quite coincidentally, the first two letters of
his name! The piece b | ith percussion and gradually blossoms into engaging
melodic lines and a rich h e music then comes to a tranquil yet cheerful end.

PERFORMAN

easy “groove.” While the tempo should be brisk, care must be taken to
should be played with dampers off. If no vibraphone is available, marimba

—William Owens



commissioned by the McKamy Middle School Band
DURATION: 2:10 Flower Mound, Texas; Russell Cote and Lindsay Abbott, Directors
honoring the memory of Hiroto Kobukai
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