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THE COMPOSER

Brian Balmages is known worldwide as a composer and conductor who equally spans the
worlds of orchestral, band, and chamber music. His music has been performed by groups
ranging from professional symphony orchestras to elementary schools in venues such as
Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center, Sydney Opera House, Toronto Centre for the Arts, and
many more. He is a recipient of the A. Austin Harding Award from the American School Band
Directors Association, won the 2020 NBA William D. Revelli Composition Contest with his
work Love and Light, and is an elected member of the prestigious American Bandmasters
Association. Balmages was awarded the inaugural James Madison University Distinguished
Alumni Award from the School of Visual and Performing Arts. In the same he

was commissioned by his other alma mater, the University of Miami, t e music for
the inauguration of the institution’s 6th president, Dr. Julio Fr i Iso per-
formed as part of the 2013 Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service ed by both
President Obama and Vice President Biden. 0

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys regular engagements with all-state and regional e and
professional groups throughout the world. Notable guest conducting appearances h i lifiic, West-
ern International Band Clinic, Maryborough Music Conference (Australia), Colleg erican
School Band Directors Association National Conference, numerous state (Italy), and
others. Currently, he is Director of MakeMusic Publications and Digital Ec

ABOUT THE MUSIC

Imagine a completely dark space that feels infinite in scope, al
stars or celestial bodies. Now, in that space, you suddenly
colliding with each other and causing a subtle change i
as | began writing Circles. While there is a melodic ide

as though looking i space without the presence of
s colored circles aimlessly spinning around, gently
aver. This was the image in my mind

)'g work, the piece is largely
;

impressionistic and based extensively on textures

The other, more theoretical explanatlon involve f many pro &o s throughout the work that are loosely based
on the circle of fifths (or fourths, depe on the |n¢goes). This becomes very apparent beginning in
measure 132. With the exception of the fi nor), thm the sequence is Eb Major, B» Major, F Major.

And then at ms. 140, the sequence is inor, D minor, r. This continues, though the listener will begin to
hear harmonic variations and substit music d

This piece is unlike anything | h itten, and

Chelsea Ables (former a

nd rent ba rector atH
PERFORMAN({;@ 6

ot be more proud of the result. Thank you to Jamie Cabot and
ilton Middle School) for making this piece possible.

special attentio pedal markings and explanations. In general, the pedal will be down and only
chan which typically happen every two measures or on accented notes). The vibraphone should color
e piano, but no Ioud (or too soft!). All keyboard percussionists and the pianist should be aware of
the a § and strive to bﬁ se notes out; those are moments when the circles gently collide. At ms. 2], flutes

hould strive to play long quarter notes so there is no break in sound. Unless otherwise
played a bit shorter with a lift to each note.

downbeat of ms. o they have a chance to reset and come in softly. With all the other instruments playing, it should not
be noticeable. At measure 98, bring out the piano and bell colors.

h noteq
At ms. 62, note W eat 2 accented note is a long quarter note. At ms. 9], flutes can take a slight breath before the
S

Finally, groups will really need to pace themselves starting at ms. 132 (the coda) as this is one big, long crescendo to the
end of the piece. At ms. 163, the tom-toms should not be shy! That measure is one of my favorite moments in the piece
and really sets up the final section, so it should already be big on beat 2 and crescendo from there. From that point on,
rock it out!

—Brian Balmages
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