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THE COMPOSER

Brian Balmages is known worldwide as a composer and conductor who
equally spans the worlds of orchestral, band, and chamber music. His music
has been performed by groups ranging from professional symphony
orchestras to elementary schools in venues such as Carnegie Hall,

the Kennedy Center, Sydney Opera House, Toronto Centre for the Arts,

awarded the inaugural James Madison University Distingui
from the School of Visual and Performing Arts. In the same year, he was commi
mater, the University of Miami, to compose music for the inauguration of the jfistituti th presid
Dr. Julio Frenk. His music was also performed as part of the 2013 Presidential | ral Prayer Serw%

A\,

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys regular engagements with and orchesgs well as
university and professional groups throughout the world. He ha in nearly all 330 with
notable guest conducting appearances including “The President’s ed State e Band, United
States Air Force Band, the Midwest Clinic, Western International Bano Music
Conference (Australia), Teatro dell’Aquila (Italy), and ot . Currently, he is Di r of MakeMusic

Publications and Digital Education for Alfred and Make ic.

9

ABOUT THE MUSIC
*
When Jonathan Witte, Director of Ban High School consin, approached me to write a
piece for the WELS National B‘ Festi tioned aéh t they were hoping would inspire the
music | would compose.
The LORD your God i Q
He will take gr i you; Q
in his love i rebuke you,
r you with sh@
: V) Q
ime c@la ing these words, | began writing. The initial music feels much like

t. The rhythmi if that begins each phrase is drawn from the popular hymn God Be With

Again, N@n by Jeremiah Eames Rankin. This hymn forms the basis of the entire piece.
inwes, the harmonies become increasingly complex before resolving completely, giving

tmtes and an alto sax solo that states the main theme of the hymn tune.

music dev it is important to note that | had recently heard an unbelievable performance of
Elsa’s Proces@o e Cathedral by Richard Wagner, performed by Baylor University’s Wind Ensemble and
conductor Eri ilson. My reaction to that performance was so raw and powerful that | had no choice but
to draNse emotions as | got further into this piece. Listeners will hear a strong influence particularly
leading into measure 73 as well as the final measures of the piece. If balanced correctly, the final measures
will sound like an organ with ALL the stops pulled out. With the final chord, work on having the group stagger

breathe so they can sustain for full value (all eight beats PLUS the fermatal). It will be worth the effort!

My sincere thanks to Jonathan and all the members of the WELS National Band Festival for having so much
faith in me to write this music.

—Brian Balmages



commissioned by and premiered at the WELS Band Fest
DURATION: 7:30 Luther High School; Onalaska, Wisconsin
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