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(Correlates with Sound Innovations for Concert Band, Book 2, Level 2)

Quest of the Magi

Fantasy on We Three Kings

By Brian Beck
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PR G@ NOTES
Quest of the Magi was one ing titles f enry Hopkins Jr.s famous carol, “We Three Kings.” Written

in 1857 for a Christmas

York City, “We Three Kings” tells the tale of the Magis’ journey to find a newly-

born king in a faraw, d the preciousgifts they brought with them. This piece focuses more on the journey
of “following yond ling acros mcountries in the first century was not nearly as easy as it is now.
It was a perilo nger, hiﬁ and possible death; not to mention, these men were traveling with
some of th nd expensi rgo one could possess. This piece chronicles the Magi acquiring myrrh,
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percuss
better accompllsé
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Each treasure is represented by its own motif and woven into Hopkins’

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

icians is tasked with playing toms and tambourine in immediate succession. This is
ounting the tambourine on a stand or placing it on a padded table and hit with the tom
bourine as just another tom.

One of the percussion 2 musicians is tasked with playing suspended cymbal and finger cymbal in immediate
succession. This is better accomplished by clamping the finger cymbal to the bottom of a music stand and striking it
with a hard bell mallet or triangle beater.
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Please note: Our band and orchestra music is collated by an automatic high-speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order.







Quest of the Magi

FULL SCORE Fantasy on We Three Kings

Duration - 2:45 By Brian Beck (ASCAP
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