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THE COMPOSER

Brian Balmages is known worldwide as a composer and conductor who
equally spans the worlds of orchestral, band, and chamber music. His
music has been performed by groups ranging from professional symphony
orchestras to elementary schools in venues such as Carnegie Hall, the
Kennedy Center, Sydney Opera House, Toronto Centre for the Arts,
many more. He is a recipient of the A. Austin Harding Award from the
American School Band Directors Association, won the 2020 N illi

Vice President Biden.

as university and professional groups throughout the world. Notak est conducting appearances have
included the Midwest Clinic, Western International Band Clinic, Mar ce (Australia),

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys regular engagements with all-state and regional ense:@s well
usic e
College Band Directors Conference, American School Band Directors Associathtl Conference,

numerous state ASTA conferences, Teatro dell’Aquila (I , and others. Curren is Director of
MakeMusic Publications and Digital Education for Alfred MakeMusic.

ABOUT THE MUSIC

As part of a residency with the Frederi mphony Orch‘ga, was doing an outreach program with
multiple orchestras in the Fr?ricksb y Schools ing a combined rehearsal with younger
players who were playing my » j r with them how they wanted to rush the
phrases so much that | was goin mreat Beethoven Race. They all insisted that |
should do it, we had a grea to'work taking the time to allow the phrases to come
to life. After a weekend maki i i nd high school students in the area, and culminating

y of my 18-minute work Through Waterless Places, | felt

a lot of gratitude for all t unities throughout the residency. And | thought that was it...

Needless to s reat Beethoverﬁ" would not leave my head. And finally, after tabling the idea
for months, | o ecome Ode to a Joyride. This piece takes Beethoven's famous

e%{ akin to rolling down the windows and turning up the volume.
get to experiencethe'thelody in a completely new way while having a lot of fun in the process!

evin Bartram, conductor of the Fredericksburg Symphony Orchestra,

ide is dedicated
ricksburE Schools orchestra programs.

—Brian Balmages



DURATION: 3:20

Violin 1

Violin 2

Viola
(Violin 3)

Violoncello

Double Bass

for Kevin Bartram and the Fredericksburg City School Orchestras
Fredericksburg, Virginia

ODE TO A JOYRIDE

BRIAN BALMAGES
(ASCAP)

Allegro aggressivo (J =144)
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