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THE COMPOSER

Brian Balmages is known worldwide as a composer and conductor who
equally spans the worlds of orchestral, band, and chamber music.

His music has been performed by groups ranging from professional
symphony orchestras to elementary schools in venues such as Carnegie
Hall, the Kennedy Center, Sydney Opera House, Toronto Centre for t
and many more. He is a recipient of the A. Austin Harding Award from
American School Band Directors Association, won the 2020 N illi

Vice President Biden.

as university and professional groups throughout the world. Notak est conducting appearances have
included the Midwest Clinic, Western International Band Clinic, Mar usic C@ ce (Australia),
College Band Directors Conference, American School Band Directors Associati ti Conference,
numerous state ASTA conferences, Teatro dell’Aquila (I , and others. Curren is Director of
MakeMusic Publications and Digital Education for Alfred ic and MakeMusic.

ABOUT THE MUSIC E

This spirited work was written in hono h anniversar ‘&1 pring Grove Area School District
String Program in Pennsylvani@{Susan , Director). As f their annual festival, students from
elementary through high scho et o perform, hey felt the 50th anniversary was the
perfect occasion to commission work for multi—I%ﬂ “festival”) string orchestra. The title, Golden
e piece it@ erful and majestic, moving through a series of

Grove, captures this uniqu
peaks and valleys as the m .Ul e nal dramatic statement brings the piece to a

spectacular and festi

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys regular engagements with all-state and fegional ense th well
es

Golden Grove sets of parts, €ach at a specific grade level. It is rather unique in that the
most difficult alls into a gradQQ range, so this can either be used in a festival setting, or can

also be an op nger orchestr at may have a few students who need a part that is not as
technic ing/technical r ments are as follows:

ts - Grade 1.5. These parts are playable alone, without the need of any other parts. At a bare
, the piﬁqu es all of these A parts to be covered.

B parts - Easy, . These parts are supplemental to the A parts. The music contains a lot of
stepwise mgtio d any string crossings use an open string.

C parts - % (open strings only). These parts can be played either arco or pizzicato depending
on th@l he students. As with the B parts, these are supplemental to the A parts.

The 'Was designed to sound complex despite how approachable it is from a technical standpoint.
Thus, even high school students can enjoy performing the piece, making it an ideal option for a festival
orchestra setting as it does not require an excessive amount of rehearsal.

—Brian Balmages



commissioned in honor of the 50th anniversary of the Spring Grove Area School District String Program
DURATION: 2:20 Spring Grove, Pennsylvania; Mrs. Susan Gross, Director

Multi-Level Full Score G O L D E N G ROV E

A parts—Grade 1.5 (playable alone) . . .
B parts— Grade 1 (supplemental) for single or multi-level string orchestra

C parts—Grade 0.5 (open strings only) BRIAN BALM(AG ES
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