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THE COMPOSER

Brian Balmages is known worldwide as a composer and conductor who equally spans
the worlds of orchestral, band, and chamber music. His music has been performed by
groups ranging from professional symphony orchestras to elementary schools in
venues such as Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center, Sydney Opera House, Toronto
Centre for the Arts, and many more. He is a recipient of the A. Austin Harding Award

Clinic, Western International Band Clinic, Maryborough Music Confere
Conference, American School Band Directors Association National Co
Teatro dell’Aquila (Italy), and others. Currently, he is Director of MakeMt
Alfred and MakeMusic.
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ABOUT THE MUSIC

When Tracey Filben approached me with the idea o
Jim Gracey, she made a few things abundantly clear.
it to be more of a celebration of life. She told
playing clarinet and viola, he had a strong af
with a glowing personality.

for band a hestra in memory of her student
not want the@e to be somber; rather, they wanted
t Jim uite theﬁ er and was full of life. In addition to

he stage and usicals. He was certainly a bright light

at direc Qlece would go. | decided that this would be

one that Jim w starrlng in. It is exciting, full of life, and highly
pecific n o Jim's instruments, clarinet and viola. | view this as the
comes up, p t turns on, and the magic begins as the show finally

In thinking about all of this, it becam
the overture to a yet-to-be-writt
rhythmic and energetic. In additi
ultimate celebration: when

The piece is dedica e John Marshall@School Band and Orchestra, Jim Gracey, and his family. May this

ontinues to receive performances all around the country and the
OTES Q

e is designed to @three different ensemble settings. It was originally conceived for a traditional full
tra instrument bass clarinet, saxophones, or euphonium). Thus, it works exceptionally well in that
. It will also \/%r symphonic band alone (without strings). In that case, there are a few string cues
o) where necessary, and they should be played. Finally, groups may choose to combine

S
provi

in the
symphomc ban strings.

—Brian Balmages



for the John Marshall High School Band and Orchestra
Glen Dale, West Virginia; Tracey Filben and Justin Jones, Directors
in loving memory of Jim Gracey

OPENING NIGHT

For Full Orchestra or Symphonic Band
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BRIAN BALMAGES
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