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THE COMPOSER

Brian Balmages is known worldwide as a composer and conductor who
equally spans the worlds of orchestral, band, and chamber music.

His music has been performed by groups ranging from professional
symphony orchestras to elementary schools in venues such as Carnegie
Hall, the Kennedy Center, Sydney Opera House, Toronto Centre for t
and many more. He is a recipient of the A. Austin Harding Award from
American School Band Directors Association, won the 2020 N illi

Vice President Biden.

as university and professional groups throughout the world. Notak est conducting appearances have
included the Midwest Clinic, Western International Band Clinic, Mar usic C@ ce (Australia),
College Band Directors Conference, American School Band Directors Associati ti Conference,
numerous state ASTA conferences, Teatro dell’Aquila (I , and others. Curren is Director of
MakeMusic Publications and Digital Education for Alfred ic and MakeMusic.

9

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys regular engagements with all-state and fegional ense @s well
es

ABOUT THE MUSIC

What should music sound like that see y the earliest& the history of the world? The raw,
primitive beginnings from whi rge? PrimevahDance attempts to answer these questions,
providing the soundtrack for pri ial't icgre n an intuitive rhythmic pulse that powers
the entire work along with conte r@ting melodic lines. Texture also plays a
significant role as the work d of a concert band. Aggressive and raw,

yet inquisitive and thought I@opportunities for an incredible amount of

expression.

ommissioned by directors Karla Hulne, Erik Hanson, and Joan Draxler-Ruff to celebrate
e Couleelanc@ors Band in Blair, Wisconsin.
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Primeval Dance
uses a% percussion section (8 players minimum) and very specific orchestration, there

AN
le the
en included to make the piece work extremely well in a variety of situations.

many cues that
or example, in th @ce of timpani, there are cues in the winds to make the opening section work just
ine. At minimu ould suggest a player on toms (or snare drum with snares off) and bells. From there,
match the strengths in your ensembile. In its purest form, | highly encourage
a

can fill i
ensembles@ y the music without using any cues when possible. That will resemble the exact sound I'm
afterdn the piece, and will be the most effective!

—Brian Balmages



commissioned by the Couleeland Honors Band in honor of its 10th anniversary

DURATION: 2:00 Blair, Wisconsin,; Karla Hulne, Erik Hanson, and Joan Draxler-Ruff, Directors
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