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THE COMPOSER

Brian Balmages is known worldwide as a composer and conductor who
equally spans the worlds of orchestral, band, and chamber music.

His music has been performed by groups ranging from professional
symphony orchestras to elementary schools in venues such as Carnegie
Hall, the Kennedy Center, Sydney Opera House, Toronto Centre for t
and many more. He is a recipient of the A. Austin Harding Award from
Amerlcan School Band Dlrectors Assomanon won the 2020 N

Vice President Biden.

as university and professional groups throughout the world. Notak est conducting appearances have
included the Midwest Clinic, Western International Band Clinic, Mar usic C@ ce (Australia),
College Band Directors Conference, American School Band Directors Associati ti Conference,
numerous state ASTA conferences, Teatro dell’Aquila (I , and others. Curren is Director of
MakeMusic Publications and Digital Education for Alfred ic and MakeMusic.
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| am often asked whether a title come ether the muxW es first. The answer depends on the
piece. In this case, my churc d don e series called "Emblazoned” and | immediately knew

that | wanted to write a soun y the word: re are numerous synonyms for emblazon
that center around words like de e, ornament, ado bellish, and more. In the archaic sense, it also
anguage, | wrote the first two measures of the

means celebrated. Armed itive and affi
n of the'entir r ile the music moves through various tonal centers,

piece, which form the foun
unrelenti r, the arc of the entire work takes the listener through
beginning al slow and steady build to a powerful conclusion.

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys regular engagements with all-state and fegional ense @s well
es

ABOUT THE MUSIC

on Band Directors Association and was premiered by the
School Ba he composer conducting.

: —Brian Balmages



commissioned by the Oregon Band Directors Association
DURATION: 3:30 for the Oregon All-State Middle School Honor Band
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