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CLUTCH

BRIAN BALMAGES

INSTRUMENTATION
1 Conductor Score 4 FHorn
8 Flute 4 Trombone
2 Oboe 2 Euphonium
2 Bassoon 2 Baritone T.C.
5 BbClarinet 1 4 Tuba |net
5 BbClarinet2 2 Timpani
2 BbBass Clarinet 2 Bells Tro
4 Eb Alto Saxophone 4 Percussion 1
2 BbTenor Saxophone (Snare Drum, Bas Tromge |n' > B'C'
2 EbBaritone Saxophone ph(.)n:;,?(lzn BBC
4 BrTrumpet 1 0 uba :: Bb B..C..
4 BvTrumpet 2 Tuba in EbT.C.
Tuba in E» B.C.
String Bass
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Please note: Our band and orchestra music is collated by an automatic high-speed system.
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THE COMPOSER

Brian Balmages is known worldwide as a composer and conductor who
equally spans the worlds of orchestral, band, and chamber music. His
music has been performed by groups ranging from professional symphony
orchestras to elementary schools in venues such as Carnegie Hall, the
Kennedy Center, Sydney Opera House, Toronto Centre for the Arts,
many more. He is a recipient of the A. Austin Harding Award from the
Amerlcan School Band Dlrectors Assomanon won the 2020 N

Vice President Biden.

as university and professional groups throughout the world. Notak est conducting appearances have
included the Midwest Clinic, Western International Band Clinic, Mar usic ce (Australia),
College Band Directors Conference, American School Band Directors Associathtl Conference,

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys regular engagements with all-state and fegional ense th well
es

numerous state ASTA conferences, Teatro dell’Aquila (I , and others. Curren is Director of
MakeMusic Publications and Digital Education for Alfred ic and MakeMusic.

9

L 4
People always ask me where inspirati om, and | tell tw at it can come from anywhere and
everywhere. So when | foun self b commissio edule and feeling a great deal of
pressure, | decided to use th Spire my e ce. And thus, Clutch was born!

ABOUT THE MUSIC

This piece is quite aggressi nically colorfu the percussion section to establish a strong
rhythmic pulse that compli ul me dlés. The challenge with this work was to write a piece
playable by students g levels of ence and ages. | did not want older students to feel like
they were playing “wate music, bu so did not want younger students to feel discouraged

about the diffic
playable (but

eresu a piece W|th a complex sound and vivid imagery, yet is surprisingly
r students of a

Clutch d during Qmerlcan School Band Directors Association (ASBDA) Education
Foun n Auct the 02 | Convention in St. Augustine, Florida. The following schools and
and ors were involve nging this piece to life.

iddle &I (Lexington, Kentucky) — Willow Cooper
School for the C nd Performing Arts (Lexington, Kentucky) — Robin Barker

Davis Middl Dubl|n Ohio) — Susann Blair-Ewing
ells M| | (Dublin, Ohio) — Wendy Bauer Reeves

East Un iddle School (Marshville, North Carolina) — Tracy Humphries

Mi ver — Retired Dublin City Schools Educator

—Brian Balmages



(ASCAP)

BRIAN BALMAGES

CLUTCH

at the 2021 National Convention; St. Augustine, Florida
160)

commissioned during the ASBDA Education Foundation Auction
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Eb Alto
Saxophone
Bb Tenor
Saxophone
Saxophone
F Horn
Trombone
Bells
(Snare Drum,
Bass Drum)
(Crash Cymbals,
Triangle, Tambourine,
Suspended Cymbal)

Bb Bass Clarinet
Eb Baritone
Bb Trumpets
Percussion 1
Percussion 2
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