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THE COMPOSER

Brian Balmages is known worldwide as a composer and conductor who
equally spans the worlds of orchestral, band, and chamber music.

His music has been performed by groups ranging from professional
symphony orchestras to elementary schools in venues such as Carnegie
Hall, the Kennedy Center, Sydney Opera House, Toronto Centre for t
and many more. He is a recipient of the A. Austin Harding Award from
American School Band Directors Association, won the 2020 N illi

Vice President Biden.

as university and professional groups throughout the world. Notak est conducting appearances have
included the Midwest Clinic, Western International Band Clinic, Mar usic C@ ce (Australia),
College Band Directors Conference, American School Band Directors Associati ti Conference,
numerous state ASTA conferences, Teatro dell’Aquila (I , and others. Curren is Director of
MakeMusic Publications and Digital Education for Alfred ic and MakeMusic.
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When John Thomas, conductor of the Flinders Anglica%a ge Wind Symphony (Queensland,
Australia), approached me a*t writi w work, he mentigned that it would be wonderful if the piece
t

could include a reference to t sley, which a great deal of personal significance to him
earlier in his performing career. is a tenor horn ple @ o won the title of World Champion Brass
Soloist in 1988 and eventu joine world-fa Black'Dyke Mills Brass Band. One of his favorite

r

pieces, The Kingdom Trium t by Eric Ball, he hymn tune Helmsley and has become a
significant influence i laying and . Also known as Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending,
this music gave me the o ity to exploreseveral juxtaposed emotions.

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys regular engagements with all-state and fegional ense k@s well
es

ABOUT THE MUSIC

First, there w e excitement @\g the students. John had actually contacted me before the
pandemic, b offwrench got thrownfinto that timeline once things began to shut down. As a result,
this be ea any y. rsée making, and the combination of in-person rehearsals with the
ici n of a new work reall ergized the Anglican College Wind Symphony members.

is the text of the hymn tune, which refers to the moment of glory when someone enters

ird versee%es, “With what rapture..gaze we on those glorious scars!” In my mind, whether
are a person of@o not, this is quite symbolic of how we choose to respond to life in the wake of

ragedy and grie n choose to be wounded and angry, or we can take trials in life as an opportunity to

lign our valu priorities, and our relationships.

From the p ul opening to the constant building of energy and moments of pure glory and euphoria
throdghout the piece, one can easily hear the various “rapture” interpretations as the music develops.
That sa ere are also moments of intense reflection and peace, which also completely align with the
subject matter of the work.

It was a pleasure and personal triumph for me to compose Rapture. | hope all ensembles feel the immense
fulfillment and gratitude that | experienced as | was writing the music.

—Brian Balmages
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commissioned by the Matthew Flinders Anglican College Wind Symphony
Queensland, Australia; John Thomas, Conductor
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