GRADE LEVELS: 2 &3

STRING THANG

FOR STRING ORCHESTRA
with Optional Rock Rhythm Section

MARK W0OD

Instrumentation

1 Full Score 8 Violinll- Grade 3

1 Solo Violin 5

8 Violin - Grade 2 5

5 Viola-Grade 2 5

5 Cello- Grade 2 1

5 String Bass - Grade 2 1

1 Advanced Solo Violin 1 Electric Ba

8 Violin|- Grade 3 Drumset
PROGRAM NOTES
String Thang is bas *on a ofm called the ar ques The blues has
deep roots in Ame i oped out Work songs and chants of
African-American slav |grat|o rst half of the 20th century saw
freed slaves andghei and eastern parts of the U.S.,,

n dlfferent forms; in turn it helped to
ular genres

Create roc op, and ot

a repeatlng ord progression which allows musicians to

selves creatlvel ith each recurrence.
nes theb he use of “blue notes”—pitches that don’t usually
Iements of improvisation. String Thang uses both blue
notes in‘the mai tu he solo violin’s part, as well as improvisational principles in

2 he solo.

M Alfred
W

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is collated by an automatic high-speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order.
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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

The Gt to G# and Ck to C# motives in the violins and violas should b eda oth slides, m
like a guitarist’s string bend, especially when the same finger j

<
06

Make sure the recurring phrase using a high B in the grade i i une and play:
rhythmic accuracy. Using a drum loop will help reinforce the

The advanced violin solo as written is offered as a suggestion; s are givefiso that the
soloist may improvise. While String Thang is in E major, the solo incorporates Esmi tatonic
and E minor blues scales to help create an authentigblues sound. Players a e encouraged to
bring out the resulting blue notes (Gj, Ct, Dt) if playingithe part as written, an use the same
materials if improvising.

ABOUT THE MULTI-LEVEL PARTS ANDR M SECTIONQ
.Thet versiqms,&cjes 2 and 3, are each playable

er for those spe% e by side” concerts. In both
ng those sually sit in the Violin Il section a

The solo part is also pravide o levels, one ea the other. The part can be played by
a soloist as indicated, agr prayers.@ solo parts use optional slides (glissandi) and
bends for more idi hrasing.

Although String Tl
can be use n

String Thang is flexible in a number,
independently or can be perfor
versions, violins are tre as one
chance to shine.

e played by'strings alone, an optional standard rock rhythm section
uitar, electric bass, piano, and drums. Only the piano part appears in
the scor e.guitar, bass, pi nd drumset parts are provided. Another option is to use
the rhy
I .
F

t ion play-alonggtra at is available as a free download. To access the audio visit
co B.
e information aans to free downloadable materials, please visit alfred.com/markwood.




By Mark Wood

String Thang
Grade 2
Rockin’ allegro . = 124

FULL SCORE
Duration - 2:45
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