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Please note: Our band and orchestra music is collated by an automatic high-speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. 

Note from the Editor
In orchestral music, there are many editorial markings that are open for interpretation. In an effort to maintain consistency and 
clarity you may find some of these markings in this piece. In general, markings for fingerings, bowing patterns, and other items 
will only be marked with their initial appearance. For a more detailed explanation of our editorial markings, please download the 
free PDF at www.alfred.com/stringeditorial.

x
extended position

-
shift

A, [, N
high or low fingerings

,

bow lift/reset
≥ ≥ or ≤ ≤

hooked bowings

I hope you will find these explanations to be helpful. Best wishes with all of your musical endeavors!

Chris M. Bernotas
Director of String Publications
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Sinfonietta for Strings
By Anthony Granata (ASCAP)

Younger players will gain confidence and build upon their beginning playing abilities with this classical-style piece. 
Set in the key of G major, students will love the dramatic melodies, mixtures of dialogue, and counterpoint. They will 
develop skills in proper right-hand bow facility, simple slur and bowing patterns, common rhythms, identification of 
accidentals, and use of dynamics. A wonderful and dramatic addition to any concert program. 

PROGRAM NOTES

Sinfonietta for Strings echoes the compositional style of the classical period. A sinfonietta is a smaller and lighter 
version of the symphony. The piece opens with a broad and vigorous melody, before suddenly changing to a different 
key. Pay close attention to the mixture of dialogue throughout the different sections of the orchestra, in which they 
seem to be having a conversation.

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

The piece should be played marcato throughout, with slight spaces, and played into the string. First violins and violas 
play measure 11 non-divisi (one of the notes is always the open string D). The transition at measure 18 should be 
sudden and unexpected. First violins, cellos, and basses should use a strong accent, while the second violins and violas 
introduce the quiet new second theme. Have the violas bring out the D# accidental in measure 23. From measure 24, 
the crescendos should be gradually building all the way to measure 37. With the introduction of accents in measure 
34, the notes should be played even heavier into the string to distinguish them from the marcato marking. Have 
the students really bring out the dissonance in the chords at measures 62 and 65. The ending should be extremely 
dramatic. Explain the use of the sudden up bow in the final measure. Pre
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