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The Dancing Master

By John Playford
Arranged by Andrew H. Dabczynski (ASCAP)
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PROGRAM NOTES

In 1651, bookseller and amateur'@mposer John Playford piblished a collection of dance tunes called The Dancing
Master. The book has béen used, by many devotées,of‘English country dance ever since. Whether or not the two
contrasting melodiesheard in this‘piece were actuallyieomposed by Playford—or merely collected by him—is unknown.
The first lively tue heardhere, titled “Jamaigais played by the violins. Very popular among dancers, it has also been
used in the therne tafthe British TV comedy Upstart Crow. The second tune is called “The Goddesses.” Listen for this
melody as'itis playedithé violas, cellos, afid basses, and hear how it offers a charming, minor contrast—while still being
equallytanimated. The arrangement réturns to “Jamaica,” before a surprise exclamation point ends the piece.

Note from the Editor

In orchestral music, thére/are many editorial markings that are open for interpretation. In an effort to maintain consistency and
clarity you may find some of these markings in this piece. In general, markings for fingerings, bowing patterns, and other items

will only be marked with their initial appearance. For a more detailed explanation of our editorial markings, please download the
free PDFac www.alfred.com/stringeditorial.

X - ’ ), &, 6 ™ oV

extended position shift bow lift/reset high or low fingerings hooked bowings

I hope you will find these explanations to be helpful. Best wishes with all of your musical endeavors!
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Chris M. Bernotas HIGHLAND/ETLING
Director of String Publications A DIVISION OF A'f’id

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is collated by an automatic high-speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order.




NOTES TO THE CONDUCIC

The Dancing Master is a medley of two English Country Da
collection of the same name. The arrangement should be p

possible throughout (, =144-172). Care should be taken to perfoim IcS as@
part Is

Y

so that the melodies always predominate. The optional percussion pa
ce mood. The optiona
uctlon the arrangement'Begins with

hand-drum, adding to the early Baroque-era folk
best employed in rehearsal onIy After a two-bar |
“Jamaica” (mm. 3-14), in D major and AAB irst section rep . The first violins
carry the melody, with second violins a rmony in al rhythm. Celli and
basses provide a “bass line” accompani ica” is then a@d with small variations
(mm. 15-26), the melody now p olins ap * ere, first violins, celli,
and basses offer a heavier and/more mpa | ith a contrasting pizzicato
section (mm. 20-2 ; " is then heard (mm. 27-38).
Contrasting in key (E S as Jamalca Here, violins play

a broader accompani ' the darker melo yed by the violas, celli, and basses
(mm. 27-30). No osition n ) played by the basses in m. 30. When the
' [ playing the “ tior"of the melody (mm. 31-38), the basses join
llel harmony. segno indication appears at the end of m. 38,

, and th; two statements of “Jamaica” are played again, with repeats.

26, where the string sections echo presentations of the
es of ) m. 39-45), fading to an almost-silent pianissimo (m. 47). A

d, an% chord punctuates the ending (m. 48).



The Dancing Master

Featuring Jamaica and The Goddesses

FULL SCORE By John Playford
Duration - 2:10 Arranged by Andrew H. Dabczynski (ASCAP)
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