
Winter Wonderland
Words by Dick Smith 

Music by Felix Bernard 
Arranged by Victor López

INSTRUMENTATION

Conductor
C Flute (Optional)
1st Eb Alto Saxophone
2nd Eb Alto Saxophone
1st Bb Tenor Saxophone
2nd Bb Tenor Saxophone
Eb Baritone Saxophone (Optional)
1st Bb Trumpet
2nd Bb Trumpet
3rd Bb Trumpet
4th Bb Trumpet (Optional)

1st Trombone
2nd Trombone
3rd Trombone (Optional)
4th Trombone (Optional)
Guitar Chords
Guitar (Optional)
Piano
Bass
Drums
Auxiliary Percussion 

(Sleigh Bells/Claves)

Bb Clarinet
Vibraphone
Tuba (Doubles Bass)
Horn in F (Doubles 1st Trombone)
1st Baritone Horn T.C./Bb Tenor Saxophone (Doubles 1st Trombone)
2nd Baritone Horn T.C./Bb Tenor Saxophone (Doubles 2nd Trombone)

Optional/Alternate Parts
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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Winter Wonderland was composed by Felix Bernard (1897–1944) and lyricist Richard B. Smith (1901–1935). The song was 
published 1934 and soon after became a classic standard heard every winter season. 

The introduction is written in a swing style, and at m. 5 it changes to a bossa nova groove, where all eighth notes are to be 
played straight until the end. Keep in mind that Brazilian music does not use a clave, and all rhythmic patterns in bossa nova 
rhythms can be interchanged; in this arrangement, the rhythm of the (optional) guitar part is the inverse of the basic bossa 
nova rhythmic motif played by the drummer. As a result, the interplay between the guitar and drums certainly enhances 
the rhythmic structure of the rhythm section.

The piano solo break at m. 44 and m. 45 establishes the new groove for the son montuno style at m. 46. The solo has been 
cued in the (optional) guitar and vibes for reinforcement. Stress to the players that the tempo is not to be rushed. 

At m. 46, work on the unison lines one section at a time and then put them together. Have everyone listening to the lower 
sounding instruments (tenor sax, bari sax, and trombones) to obtain a better blend. Think of the “pyramid approach” concept 
by Francis McBeth wherein the higher pitched instruments should play softer than the lower pitched ones. Listening is key!

Note the use of the claves beginning at m. 46 in the son montuno. The pattern (2–3 clave) does not change throughout. 
In the son montuno, the bass note on the fourth beat of each measure anticipates the chord change by playing the root 
of the measure that follows, which is a typical son salsa bass tumbao rhythm. The piano pattern also anticipates the chord 
changes on the fourth beat like the bass, and the rhythmic pattern is syncopated and played with both hands. Note that the 
groove is a repetitive rhythmic figure generally found in Latin and Afro-Cuban music. The rhythmic groove is syncopated 
and outlines the chords within the piece of music. Should the members of the ensemble be young musicians that are 
not experienced playing this style of music, rehearse the rhythm section slowly at first until each player has more or less 
memorized their part and can concentrate on the groove when putting it together with the entire section.

At m. 55 and m. 68, ensure that the quarter note triplets are played evenly. Make certain the transition to the new key 
starting at m. 77 is well established. The key change is impactful but don’t let the ensemble get too loud.

Enjoy!

� —Victor López

Victor  
López
Victor López is a highly acclaimed educator, 
composer, arranger, and adjudicator. He holds 
music degrees from the University of Florida and 
Florida International University, with an Ed.D. in 
Educational Administration and Supervision. He has 
served as director of bands at the middle and 
senior high school levels and as an administrator 
in the Miami-Dade County Public Schools. He has 
recorded and performed with various artists and 
has appeared in numerous music videos. He has 
over 450 compositions/arrangements published as 
an exclusive composer, arranger, and clinician for 
Alfred Music. 
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1st EÑ Alto Saxophone

2nd EÑ Alto Saxophone

1st BÑ Tenor Saxophone

2nd BÑ Tenor Saxophone

EÑ Baritone Saxophone
(Optional)

1st BÑ Trumpet

2nd BÑ Trumpet

3rd BÑ Trumpet

4th BÑ Trumpet
(Optional)

1st Trombone
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