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The word toccata comes from the Italian word zoccare (to touch). Such virtuosic pieces for the
keyboard typically display the performer’s technique. In my own teaching, I have discovered that
piano students enjoy flashy, exciting toccatas that let them truly shine in recitals, competitions,
and festivals.

In writing the toccatas for this collection, my goal was to motivate students to build speed and
agility over a wide range of the keyboard. Each piece provides an opportunity to demonstrate such
dexterity combined with musicality, characterization, and a genuine command of the instrument.

I hope that both students and teachers have fun with these pieces. Likewise, I would like to see
audiences respond with enthusiastic applause coupled with shouts of “Bravo!”
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Vivo e molto deciso (J. =126-138)
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Allegro molto (J =116-120)
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Allegro ardito*(J =126-138)
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Introduction — Andante maestoso (J
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