uctor Q
Alto Sa

nd Eb Alt one

E-'Baritone Saxophone (Optional)
Bb Trumpet
b Trumpet

2 3rd Bb Trumpet (Optional)

Optional/Alternate Parts

C Flute

Bb Clarinet

Vibraphone

Tuba (Doubles Bass)

Horn in F (Doubles 1st Trombone)

1st BienogSaxophone
2nd§ r Saxophone (Optional)

SN

1st Trombone

2nd Trombone (Optional)
3rd Trombone (Optional)
Guitar Chords

Guitar (Optional)

Piano

Bass

Drums

Baritone Horn T.C./Bb Tenor Saxophone (Doubles 1st Trombone)



NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

This chart was written as a salute to Neal Hefti, the Count Basie Orchestra, and one of the greatest of Hefti's charts, “Lil’ Darlin” Lil’ Hefty
can be extremely useful for teaching the importance of group articulation in an easy swing feel.

Young bands have a difficult time learning to interpret swing eighth notes, especially at this tempo. While teaching this a
use a metronome set to triplets. An underlying triplet feel can greatly assist a young band in minimizing thei
quarter notes. The quarter notes in this piece at this tempo should be played with the syllable “daht,” with a f
each note. Strive to accentuate the triplet feel at this slow tempo. For example, when there are two eighth
beat 4 of m. 5 into m. 6, the first eighth should receive the value of the first two 8ths of a triplet and the s
the value of the 3rd eighth. In other words, the eighths are “swung” a bit. The same applies when there is an e
eighth note, as in beat 4 of m. 6.

Attacks and releases are also very important. Direct your students to begin and release each together; they should cially
release together on the long notes. Listening is key! Once this lesson is learned, it will pay off di ds on every other swing'chart

you perform. 6

Saxophones should try to play the background figures at m. 21 with a fast and wide vibra ato can be ac by moving the
jaw up and down—Dbut always with control. Young musicians often overlook thi ique. you @n’%ic y want the saxes
to play with a wide vibrato (or even any vibrato), this chart has a hint of “old-s d” style and wil nd more authentic with

some vibrato. ‘

Be careful during the buildup to the shout choruses at m. 37 and m. 4 our rhythm sectiom‘ically the piano and drumset,
don't rush. At m. 37 and m. 45, direct the band to articulate wi ation betw! thé*first two quarter notes, and then
empbhasize the “ands” of beats 3 and 4—something like these sylla d@’This may help your band play with a
more laid-back swing style similar to the Count Basie Band indful of th ic,changes from m. 53 to the end.

playing primarily three-note chords, direct the gui edium-thick p Id loosely between the thumb and index finger to
create a bright, acoustic sound. Strum straigh tes) cutting off (mtiti e sound of the chord right after striking the strings.
The guitarist’s quarter-note rhythm shoul i s merge into one sound. | suggest a slight emphasis on
beats 2 and 4. There are plenty o i i i uitar tabs for the voicings. Young guitarists tend to use full
six-string chord voicings tha i .Ei ct your drummer to begin on brushes and then switch to sticks

Have your guitarist check out the iconic comping s eddie Green. To apiéoximat the sound of an acoustic guitar in this style,

Have fun!

—Zachary Smith

6&

Zachary
Smith

Zachary Smith is a noted composer, arranger, and
professional trumpet player and has led the New
Orleans music ensemble Dixie Power Trio for the
past twenty-five years. He eamed a BS in jazz
performance at the University of North Texas and
has maintained a busy performing, writing, and
teaching schedule in the Washington, D.C. area. Zack
has garnered a large following as an arranger for his
brass ensemble writing and won the 2012 Humboldt
State University Brass Chamber Music competition.
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