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PROGRAM NOTES 

Commissioned by trumpet soloist and pedagogue (and old friend) Christopher J. O'Hara, 
Mr. O'Hara wanted a lyrical piece that would be technically accessible for younger players, 
while still giving challenges of musicality and expressivity to more mature players. The result 
is "Ballad," and I was very pleased to compose a piece that successfully fulfilled these 
parameters.  

The melody is completely diatonic, and while there is almost no chromaticism in the  
harmony either, there are still rich and unexpected harmonies present that provide color and 
interest.  

I am grateful to my old friend Chris for the opportunity to write this piece for him, and I 
hope that it is a benefit to him and young trumpet players for many years to come. 

 
*Also Available for Trumpet and Piano accompaniment* 

R.T. Legacy Music - www.christeichler.com
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