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composition student of Vincent Persichetti and studied trombone with Henry Charles Smith, principal trombone of the
Philadelphia Orchestra. Following graduate school, he taught at Cardinal Dougherty High School in Philadelphia, and also served
as conductor of the Camden Choral Arts Society in Camden, New Jersey. After a successful tenure at Cardinal Dougherty,
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Coordinator of Music shortly thereafter. As such, he was responsible for the elementary instrumental music program in the school
system. He also headed the instrumental wing at the Scarborough Music Camps. In 1970 he founded the Scarborough Schools
Symphony Orchestra and subsequently oversaw the inception of four other All-City instrumental ensembles.
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of Composers, as well as an Associate Composer with the Canadian Music Centre. In 1977, Coakley received the Distinguished
Service to Education Award from the State University of New York; and in 1994 he received the Anson Taylor Award for
excellence in  teaching from the Scarborough Board of Education.
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DIFFICULTY RATING:GRADE 3
Concert Band
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Donald Coakley

Full of rhythmic and melodic interest, this concert band original is a fantastic addition to the repertoire. The
tuneful scalar melody is passed throughout the ensemble and even low woodwinds and tubas have short
sections of it. Percussion parts animate the driving rhythms and elegant writing in the winds. Celebration
would make an excellent concert opener or work well to demonstrate a group’s precision at a contest.
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∑
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œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
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œ. Œ œ. œ.
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œ. Œ œ. œ.
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œ. Œ œ. œ.
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∑

œ. Œ Ó
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œ. Œ Ó
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Œ Ó
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Œ œ œ œ Ó
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