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About the Composition

As a youngster, | often felt overwhelmed by the many powers surrounding my exis-
tence in middle school. The one time | felt invincible was when | was performing
on my tuba with the band. There was something about the combined actions of
all of us working together in harmony on a piece of music that made me feel, just
for that moment, invincible.

Baftle Quest was written for those young souls searching for a sense of empower-
ment in their lives—especially through the gift of music. The heroic sense of power
and.over-arching theme in the horns/clarinets is ever-present in this work, even
while the band hurdles over rhythmic and melodic challenges. Battle Quest was
written to make every young musician feel like the hero that they truly are when
they step into the world of music.

About the Composer

An artist of widely diverse musical talents, Mike Forbes has set forth on a career
encompassing all aspects of performing, composing, teaching and conducting.
He began his writing career creating hundreds of arrangements and composi-
tions especially for brass, many of which are performed by today’s foremost brass
ensembles. His works for the Sotto Voce Tuba Quartet (a group he co-found and
manages) have also gained him worldwide acclaim. He began to compose for
other genres, as dozens of commissions from big-name brass artists to university
and high school band directors began to come in. He now considers himself
extremely lucky to be a full-fime composer and arranger writing especially for Carl
Fischer Music.

Forbes began his career as a tubist in the U.S. Army Band, Pershing’s Own, where
he was also very fortunate to compose and arrange for the various ensembles
in that prestigious unit. He left the band for a career in academia where he has
served on the faculfies of llinois State University, Mary Washington  University,
Columbia Union College, and Frederick Community College. He continues to be
an active freelance performer and has performed with a host of orchestras and
bands throughout the United States. He can be heard on Summit Records on a
number of Sotto Voce Quartet albums but also on his own solo recording, Forbes
Plays Koetsier, where he features all seven works for solo tuba by Dutch composer
Jan Koetsier. As a conductor, Forbes served as the musical director of the Brass
Band of Cenftral lllinois and has guest conducted numerous elements of the U.S.
Army Band. He is highly in demand as a guest conductor with junior and senior
high honor bands and youth brass bands.
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