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About the Composition

The first half of the song, written by Harry Carroll, is based on Frédéric Chopin’s Fantaisie-
Impromptu. The song was published in 1917 and introduced in the Broadway show Oh,
Look!in 1918.

The suggested tempo for the introduction is J = 80. It should be played in a lyrical, roman-
tic style with attention to the musical dialogue between the upper brass, woodwinds, and
tenor range instruments in mm. 2-4. There is a natural crescendo in m. 4, leading to a
climax in m. 5, and followed by a rallentando and diminuendo.

The first chorus, beginning at m. 10, is preceded by a four-bar mood setting section fea-
turing the upper woodwinds and the arpeggiated accompaniment used later under the
melody. All long tones should be tapered, and be sure that the counter melody in the
horns is played lightly and bridges the cadences in the melody.

The middle section of the melody, at m. 26, features the full brass section with fills in
the upper woodwinds. The melody should be phrased by applying the mf dynamic to the
accented tones, and playing all the others in between lightly.

Take your time with the rallentando in mm. 32 and 33 leading to the climatic fermata at the
end of m. 33. The first chorus ends with a tutti scoring, with the arpeggiated accompani-
ment now in the lower brass and woodwinds.

The second chorus changes style to a swing-waltz setting at a faster suggested tempo of
J = 112. It begins with a four-bar introduction under the final cadence of the first chorus
at m 40. The suggested jazz-waltz style should be played with a light jazz-inflection and
not hurried.

At the end of the middle section of the second chorus, at m. 67, the style changes back
to the even eighth-note ballad setting of the first chorus. The scoring is similar to the end
of the first chorus, and the arrangement ends with a restatement of the material from the
introduction and final ending.

—Jerry Nowak

About the Arranger

Jerry Nowak is professor emeritus from Bucks County Community College in Newtown,
Pennsylvania, where he taught for 37 years. He has over 900 published compositions
and arrangements for instrumental and vocal ensembles. Jerry is a founding member of
both the Philadelphia Saxophone Quartet (1968) and the New Jersey Saxophone Quartet
(2005). He has conducted professional recording sessions in New York, Philadelphia,
Washington D. C. and London, England. He is co-author of Conducting the Music, Not
the Musicians and The Art of Expressive Playing, both published by Carl Fischer. He has
been teaching conducting annually in Australia since 1985.
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide
you with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully
designed and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will
work with your band when it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded for
ease in finding the series that will be appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres
designed to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer
composers and arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business.
Their music is dynamic, fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

Symphonic Band

* Standard concert band instrumentation

* Difficulty within reason for high school groups

* Expanded percussion section, increased instrument options
* Mature pieces of high musical value
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