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About the Composition

An Irish Legend is made up of original melodies written to evoke the sounds of Ireland.
The introduction is written for a boran (lrish hand drum, but may be performed on toms
instead.) The middle section is lush with harmony, and again a pretty Irish melody that
builds to a climax and recedes before the final section.

This composition is written in traditional ABA form with the exception of combining the B
and A melodies in the return of the A-section. The individual parts lie well on the fingers
and are well within the reach of younger players. Don’t be wary of the g against 2 in the
second A-section: again it is set up in a way younger players will be able to handle it with
ease. | would suggest conducting the woodwinds and trumpets in g until the low voices
come in with the melody from the B-section, at which point you may want to conduct in
2 to get them started. The others will continue because the material is repeated from
earlier in the piece. It is much easier than it looks, so the only challenge may be for you
as the conductor. Have fun!

About the Composer

Ed Kiefer draws on his 28 years of experience as a band director in both middle and
high schools to create musical and fun pieces for young bands. A graduate of Wake
Forest University, he earned a graduate degree from the University of North Carolina at
Greensboro. After retiring from his public school teaching career, Ed served as Director
of Bands at Pfeiffer University where he taught conducting, composition and band method
classes.

Ed serves as clinician and adjudicator for concert, jazz and marching bands and contin-
ues to compose for middle school, high school and college bands. His arrangements and
compositions have been performed worldwide.
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The Carl Fischer Performmance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide
you with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully
designed and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will
work with your band when it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded for
ease in finding the series that will be appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres
designed to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer
composers and arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business.
Their music is dynamic, fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

Concert Band

* Expanded instrumentation to 2 Flute, 3 Clarinet, 3 Trumpet, 2 Horn and
2 Trombone parts

* Expanded use of rhythms, ranges, keys, but technical demands are still carefully
considered

* Generous cross cueing of exposed or solo parts

* Expanded percussion writing, within reason, for maturing students

* Careful selection of keys and degree of difficulty for advancing musicians
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