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PROGRAM NOTES

Chinese Folk Fantasy is a setting free of traditional form that captures the spirit, beauty and
energy of the traditional Chinese folk song. It is based on three very old Chinese songs that
are contrasting in style, tempi and text.

“Shalihonba”

Whence now comes the caravan, yah?
Shalihonba, aye, aye, aye.

Caravans frm Masha come, yah!
Shalihonba, aye.

“Dayung Sampan”

Dayung mendayung sampaike, Singapura
Dayung mendayung sampaike, Singapura
Dayung, dayung, dayung, dayung.

“Yangtze Boatmen’s Chantey”

River boatmen we, Toiling night and day.
Backs bending, Ropes tightening,

Sing we loud our lay.

PERFORMANCE NOTES

Since all of these songs are light and happy in nature, the entire fantasy should be light....even
when accented....and energetic. Be sure that the melodies, generally easy to see and hear
are dominant in the various textures presented: Dynamics may need to be altered, depending
on the instrumentation of each ensemble, in order t0 assure that balances are solid.

Percussion is important but, again, must not obscure‘the/main melodic content. “Dayung
Sampan”, has the feel of a slow movement, yet the tempo does not change from the
previous section. There will be a natural tendency to_slow down the tempo, so be sure the
accompaniment (ostinatos) keep'moving forward and provide a lot of energy.

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

James Curnow was born in Port Huron; Michigan and raised in Royal Oak, Michigan. He lives in
Lexington, Kentucky. where heiis president, composer, and educational consultant for Curnow
Music Press; Inc.; publishers ofssignificant music for concert band and brass band. He also
serves as'Composer-in-residence Emeritus on the faculty of Asbury University in Wilmore,
Kentucky, and is editor of all music publications for The Salvation Army in Atlanta, Georgia.

His. formal training was received at Wayne State University (Detroit, Michigan) and at
Michigan State University (East Lansing, Michigan), where he was a euphonium student of
Leonard Falcone; and a conducting student of Dr. Harry Begian. His studies in composition
and arrangingwere with F. Maxwell Wood, James Gibb, Jere Hutchinson and Irwin Fischer.

James Curnow has taught in all areas of instrumental music, both in the public schools (five
years), and on the college and university level (thirty years). He is a member of several
professional organizations, including the American Bandmasters Association, College
Band Directors National Association and the American Society of Composers, Authors and
Publishers (ASCAP).

As a conductor, composer and clinician, Curnow has traveled throughout the United States,
Canada, Australia, Japan and Europe where his music has received wide acclaim. Curnow
has been commissioned to write over three hundred works for concert band, brass band,
orchestra, choir and various vocal and instrumental ensembles. His published works now
number well over five hundred.

Curnow was most recently honored with a listing in the Grove Dictionary of American Musicians.
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