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PROGRAM NOTES

The circus march, also called “circus gallop” and sometimes “screamer,” is an American
musical genre. Quoting Wikipedia, circus marches “...were mostly composed in a 60-year
period (1895-1955). Circuses were in need of music that would stir the audience into a frenzy,
as four-footed animals galloped across the ring. Because march music was a prominent part
of American music at that time, and because it carried such a quick tempo, it was this that
ringleaders demanded.” Prominent composers of circus marches included Henry Fillmore
(1881-1956) and Karl L. King (1891-1971).

Grand Galop is a concert march for young players in the traditional circus march style. It
has a very fast tempo (J = ca. 84) and is to be conducted in one beat per measure. This is
the fifth in a series of “international marches” for young bands. Previously released were St.
Petersburg March (Russian), New Forest March (British), The Crown of Castile (Spanish), and
The Brandenburg Gate (German).

PERFORMANCE NOTES

As noted above, this march is to be played FAST with the half note getting the beat and it should
be conducted in one beat per measure. It will probably be necessary to rehearse it:slowly while
learning it, but if performed slowly the style will be all wrong!

There are several performance options that might be employed to add excitement and “show
biz” to the ending:

First, molto rit. beginning in measure 91, then place a fermata on beat two of measure 94.

Next there are several possibilities:
a. Play from m. 95 to the end prestissimo, even fasterthan the original tempo.
b. Or, start slowly at m. 95 and accelerando to the end.
c. And this could be combined with either a. or b..above: Start pianissimo at m. 95 and
crescendo to fortissimo the end.

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Johnnie Vinson is Emeritus:Director of Bands and Professor of Music at Auburn University
in Auburn, Alabama. He received the Bachelor of Science and Master of Education degrees
in Music Education from Auburn, and the Doctor of Arts degree in Music Theory from the
University of Mississippi.

Dr. Vinson retired from Auburn University in June, 2007, after a 36-year career with the
Auburn Bands. Prior to joining the Auburn faculty, he taught in the public schools of Columbus,
Georgia, and worked as a Graduate Assistant with the bands at the University of Texas and
University of Mississippi.

With over 400 published works, Dr. Vinson is an internationally recognized arranger/composer
of music.for band. His music is published exclusively by the Hal Leonard Corporation (www.
halleonard.com), the world leader in the print music industry. He has served as an adjudicator
andclinician throughout the United States and Canada.

Dr. Vinson was elected to membership in the prestigious American Bandmasters Association
in 1994, and is presently serving his third term as a member of its Board of Directors. In
January, 1998, he was elected to the Alabama Bandmasters Hall of Fame, and in January,
2008, was a member of the inaugural class inducted into the Alabama Music Educators Hall
of Fame.

You are invited to visit Dr. Vinson’s web site at: www.johnnievinson.com
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