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PROGRAM NOTES

“Go confidently in the direction of your dreams. Live the life you have imagined.”
Henry David Thoreau

Pathways was commissioned by the Grassfield High School Bands, in Chesapeake,
Virginia, Zach Rooksby, director, and dedicated to the graduating class of 2011. Thetitle
and nature of the work reference the various pathways chosen, and those yet to be taken,
in all of our lives. Graduating from high school is a milestone in one’slife where young
people should certainly be encouraged to “Live the life you have imagined”.

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Michael Oare (b. 1960) earned:undergraduate degrees in Music Composition and Music
Education from Old Dominion University in Norfolk, Virginia. A veteran music educator,
Mr. Oare remains active as a composer, arranger, performer, conductor and adjudicator.
He has written numerous arrangements and compositions, with a special interest in music
for the young band.sHe maintains state and national professional memberships, is a
member of ASCAP, Phi Beta Mu; and performs with the Virginia Wind Symphony. He is a
recipient of the National Band Association’s Citation of Excellence, and is a multiple year
honoree in Who’'s Who Among America’s Teachers. Mr. Oare resides in Chesapeake,
Virginia, with his wife Chris and daughter Devin, a member of the Grassfield High School
Class of 2011.
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