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Robert Buckley has a diverse career as a composer, arranger, performer, producer, 
recording artist and conductor. In the pop world, he has created several albums and 
hit songs, including the single Letting Go, which won him a gold record. He has done 
arrangements for major artists such as Michael Bublé, Bryan Adams, Celine Dion, Our 
Lady Peace, Simple Plan and Aerosmith, to name a few. In the film and television world 
he has scored many award-winning shows for Disney, Alliance, ABC, FOX, CBS, PBS, 
CBC and the Cartoon Network. In the live stage world he has composed music for 
contemporary dance, musicals and large-scale television events such as the Calgary 
Olympics, the Commonwealth Games and most recently the Vancouver 2010 Olympics – 
to an audience of over three billion people. He composed This Is My Home for the Canada 
Pavilion at Expo ‘86 – a song that has been performed at every Canada Day since and 
has become like a second Canadian national anthem. Robert’s wind band compositions 
have been performed worldwide. He was the winner of the Canadian Composer’s Award, 
given by the Canadian Band Association for his composition Pacifica and was recently 
invited to be composer-in-residence at the 37th annual Southeastern United States 
Concert Band Clinic held at Troy University, Alabama where his composition Continuum 
was premiered. He lives in Vancouver, BC with his wife, choreographer and director, 
Marlise McCormick.

www.bobbuckley.com

Cathedral Grove is a magnificent park on Vancouver Island in British Columbia, Canada, 
containing some of the oldest and largest trees in the world. It is the towering, majestic 
pillars of these ancient giants and the quiet serenity of this place that inspired this music. 
Cathedral Grove opens with a lyrical theme depicting the richness of the colours and 
the textures and the diffused light shining through the canopy above. This is followed 
by a chorale, reflecting the mystical quality of being in this sacred place. This prayer-
like melody moves back and forth between the brass and woodwinds. This leads to a 
restatement of the lyrical theme, this time in the woodwinds, building to a rich brass 
chorale with a woodwind counter melody. The piece ends quietly and reverently – an 
homage to this wondrous place.

The score includes optional parts for acoustic guitar or harp (synthesizer) and cued solos.

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

program NOTES
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