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String Editing: Carrie Lane Gruselle

About the Music
This popular Christmas song was written in 1963 by Edward Pola and George Wyle
and has since been recorded by many top singers. This string arrangement is
augmented with a drum set part which may be omitted if not available. The piece is
to be conducted as a waltz style where each measure receives one beat at a moderate
tempo. You will notice, that like most waltzes, there is an emphasis on beat two
several times throughout the arrangement. This helps to establish the flow that is
needed to distinguish the identifiable characteristics of this memorable holiday
classic. Although there is a swaying groove, the eighth notes are to remain straight.
There are no swing eighths. The rhythm that appears in measure three in the 
1st Violin is important. This rhythm appears many times throughout the arrangement
and should be rehearsed carefully to ensure all musicians have the same interpretation
and bowing direction.

The Arranger
Erik Morales (b. December 10, 1966) began his composing career shortly after
graduation from high school in south Florida. He studied composition at Florida
International University, and completed his bachelor’s degree at the University 
of Louisiana at Lafayette. Accessible at all levels, the music of Erik Morales has a
unique melodic and harmonic vocabulary that appeals to audiences nationwide.
His published works encompass a large variety of styles and settings, including
works for concert, orchestral, jazz, and chamber ensembles. Mr. Morales currently
teaches and plays trumpet professionally in the New Orleans area, in addition to
maintaining an active composing and conducting schedule.
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