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PROGRAM NOTES

The Iditarod Trail Dog Sled Race is an annual race across 1,049 miles of icy tundra and
arctic wasteland. Between the Alaskan cities of Anchorage and Nome, jagged mountain
ranges, dense alpine forests and windswept coastlines make the route some of the most
challenging terrain in the world. This amazing feat of endurance was the inspiration for
Iditarod. The piece opens with a loud, short burst from the brass being sustained by<a
very quiet chord from the woodwinds, creating the idea of sound disappearing into an
immense frozen landscape. One by one the musher teams are introduced and the race
is under way. Quietly at first, the rhythmic feel builds and builds over a relentless 9/8
pulse. In cinematic fashion, the point of view cuts from long-shots to close-ups — fromthe
dog’s point of view to the eagle’s point of view — constantly moving forward. The terrain
is challenging, the dogs are getting tired - and then, over the next hill — a beautiful, icy
landscape appears —a moment of reflection and rest. The music slows. A lyrical, reverent
theme is introduced and develops — and then — back to the race! With renewed energy,
the dogs race the final stretch, the music building and intensifying, until ... the finish line!
Iditarod was commissioned by the West Vancouver Youth Band - Douglas Macaulay,
Director, to commemorate the band’s 80th anniversary.

ABOUT. THE COMPOSER

Robert Buckley has a‘diverse career as'a composer, arranger, performer, producer,
recording artist and.conductor. In<thepop world, he has created several alboums and
hit songs, including the single. Letting Go, which won him a gold record. He has done
arrangements for major artists such as Michael Bublé, Bryan Adams, Celine Dion, Our
Lady Peace;-Simple Plan and Aerosmith, to name a few. In the film and television world
he has scored many award-winning shows for Disney, Alliance, ABC, FOX, CBS, PBS,
CBC and the Cartoon Network. In the live stage world he has composed music for
contemporary dance, musicals and large-scale television events such as the Calgary
Olympics, the Commonwealth Games and most recently the Vancouver 2010 Olympics —
to an audience of.over three billion people. He composed This Is My Home for the Canada
Pavilion at Expo ‘86 — a song that has been performed at every Canada Day since and
has become’like a second Canadian national anthem. Robert’s wind band compositions
have been performed worldwide. He was the winner of the Canadian Composer’s Award,
given by the Canadian Band Association for his composition Pacifica and was recently
invited to be composer-in-residence at the 37th annual Southeastern United States
Concert Band Clinic held at Troy University, Alabama where his composition Continuum
was premiered. He lives in Vancouver, B.C. with his wife, choreographer and director,
Marlise McCormick.

www.bobbuckley.com
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