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PROGRAM NOTES

“Alleluia” was commissioned by the award-winning Kalamazoo Concert Band. This composition is a convergence
of hauntingly emotive themes that culminate in breath-taking builds and resolutions. | have always wanted
to compose a piece that expresses my gratitude for the musical gifts and sharing opportunities God has
bestowed on me, and | am so very appreciative to Thomas Evans, conductor of the Kalamazoo Concert
Band, for this chance to speak my heart. | must add that the warmth of the people in the band exists in
abundance, and their personalities were a perfect match for the world premiere of this piece. (On a technical
note, measures 50-58 are a quote, and used with permission, from my oboe/cello concerto “Blessings”,-a
composition | wrote for the three children with which my wife and | have been blessed.

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

(b. 1966) Samuel R. Hazo resides in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania with his wife and three children. In 2003,
Mr. Hazo became the first composer in history to be awarded the winner_of both composition contests
sponsored by the National Band Association. (William D. Revelli in 2003 and Merrill Jones in 2001) He is a
full member of ASCAP and has been honored with multiple ASCAP-Plus'Awards. Mr. Hazo has composed
for the professional, university and public school levels in addition to"writing original scores for television,
radio and the stage. His original symphonic compositions include performances with actors Brooke
Shields, James Earl Jones, David Conrad and Richard Kiley. He has also written symphonic arrangements
for three-time Grammy Award winning singer/songwriter Lucinda Williams. Mr. Hazo’s compositions have
been performed and recorded world-wide, including performances by the United States Military Bands,
the Tokyo Kosei Wind Orchestra, the Birmingham Symphonic Winds (UK) and the Klavier Wind Project’s
recordings with Eugene Migliaro Corporon. His works have been played at every major music convention
in the world and also aired. in full-length programs on National Public Radio. Premiering performance
ensembles include a variety of professional, university, all-state and honors ensembles. His commissions
include pieces ordered by. the Wenger Corporation, National Honor Band of America, the Midwest Clinic
Board of Directors and The University of Notre Dame for a 2010 World Premiere in Carnegie Hall. Mr.
Hazo’s titles have consistently appeared in the GIA series “Teaching Music Through Performance in
Band.” He.is also acontributing author to the 3rd volume of Mark Camphouse’s and GIA’s “Composers
on Composing for Band” and Meredith Publications’ “The Music Director’s Cookbook.” Mr. Hazo served as
composer-in-residence at Craig Kirchhoff’s University of Minnesota’s 2003 conducting symposium, and in
March of 2005, his picture appeared in the cover of The Instrumentalist magazine in conjunction with that
issue’s feature story on Mr. Hazo’s career.

Samuel R. Hazo has'been a music teacher at every educational grade level from kindergarten through
college, including.tenure as a high school and university director. Mr. Hazo was twice named “Teacher
of Distinction” by the Teachers’ Excellence Foundation. He received his bachelor’'s and master’s degrees
from Duguesne University where he served on the Board of Governors and was awarded as Duquesne’s
Outstanding Graduate in Music Education. Mr. Hazo serves as a guest conductor and is a clinician for
Hal Leanard Corporation. He is also sponsored by Sibelius Music Software. His original compositions
and arrangements are published by Hal Leonard, Boosey & Hawkes, FJH Music and Wingert-Jones
Publications. Recordings of Mr. Hazo’s compositions appear on Klavier Records and Mark Records.
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