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Performance Notes

“Sanctus”, the fourth movement of Missa brevis, is an expres-
sion of joy and exultation.  Rhythmic articulation is an 
important stylistic element of “Sanctus”, therefore the vocal 
approach throughout should be light and crisp and heavy 
singing should be avoided.  

Throughout the song, the choir must be mindful of the main 
theme and allow it to dominate as it moves from section to 
section. Beginning in measures 54 and 63, it is important that 
the interplay between the alto/bass and soprano/tenor, respec-
tively, dominates.  When the texture changes in measure 72, 
the choir should sing with a full sound as all sections come 
together in a unified statement of “Osanna in excelsis”.

Although scored for strings (violins, viola and cello) and 
two harps, this may be performed with only piano as writ-
ten.   If using strings and no harps are available, there is an 
optional piano part available which substitutes for the two 
harps.  All instrumental parts may be downloaded for free at  
www.carlfischer.com
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The following movements from Missa brevis are also available:

CM9220.......... Gloria .......................(SATB + SATB Solo Voices)

CM9221.......... Agnus Dei  
& Dona Nobis ..........(SATB + SA Solo Voices)

CM9256.......... Benedictus ...............(SATB)
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for SATB Voices with Keyboard*
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* Optional instrumental parts may be downloaded for free at www.carlfischer.com. The available materials are
   full score, parts for strings, two harps, harp score and piano reduction for two harps.
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Carl Fischer has a proud reputation for publish-

ing classic traditional choral music standards 

that have inspired, educated and thrilled singers, 

choirs, congregations and audiences for years. The 

tradition continues in our choral music series as 

we present new and exciting works designed to 

meet the understanding, abilities and tastes of 

worshipers and performers today.

The styles, texts, subjects and musical elements of 

each piece have been carefully weighed and the 

music, edited, arranged and written to meet a wide 

range of worship styles and performance situa-

tions.  Writers for Carl Fischer are among the most 

outstanding and respected in this field of music. 

The standard of musical excellence we present in 

each choral work is designed to meet the chal-

lenges faced by professional directors all over the 

world who wish to offer quality repertoire.

We accept the challenge of providing choral 

groups everywhere the music that fits their needs, 

thrills the soul and heightens the skills of every 

singer who performs a Carl Fischer choral work.  

Building on our past reputation, we continue to 

grow in offering variety and accessible music for 

church, school and professional choirs.
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